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1 FBEDOHE Program Outline
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1 BEEE4 1Y “Hiroshima International Center”, B§FRIZ “HIC”
2 BFEATY “Hiroshima International Plaza”, W&#sid “HIP”
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(1) Aim
[Kenjinkai International Youth Exchange Program]
We invite youth from overseas Hiroshima Kenjinkai to Hiroshima Prefecture to take
part in a program that features cultural experiences, exchanges and visits in order to
deepen their understanding of Hiroshima. Along with encouraging the interest and
participation of participating youth towards Kenjinkai acitivities, we aim to cultivate the
next generation of human resources through the promotion of exchanges between
Hiroshima and overseas countries.
[Guanajuato International Youth Exchange Program]
We invite youth from the Mexican State of Guanajuato, with whom we concluded a
sister state relationship in Nov. 2014, to Hiroshima Prefecture to jointly take part in
the above-mentioned program. Our goal is to strengthen the ties of friendship
between Hiroshima Prefecture and Guanajuato State through this program.

(2) Implementer
Implementing body : International Affairs Division, Hiroshima Prefectural Government
T730-8511 10-52 Motomachi, Naka-ku,
Hiroshima City, Hiroshima Prefecture
Implementing organization : Hiroshima International Center Training Department
T739-0046 Hiroshima International Plaza, 3-3-1 Kagamiyama,
Higashihiroshima City, Hiroshima Prefecture

(3) Implementation period
July 29 (Sun)~August 7 (Tue), 2018 10 days

(4) Participants
Total 23 (breakdown : 16 youth - 7 leaders)

Region Number invited
Organizations invited
Youth |leaders
Honolulu Hiroshima Kenjinkai 1
Haw;JiSState Eastern Hawaii Hiroshima Kenjinkai 1 1
Ken Kona Hiroshima Kenjinkai 1
jin _ Seattle Hiroshima Kenjinkai 2 1
kai| US mainiand Southern California Hiroshima Kenjinkai 2 1
Peru Peru Hiroshima Kenjinkai 2 1
Argentina Argentina Hiroshima Kenjinkai 2 1
Brazil Brazil Hiroshima Cultural Center 2 1
Guanajuato State | Mexico Guanajuato State Ministry of 3 1
(Mexico) Education
= i 16 7




(5) Program Schedule

Day Date Details Venue
1 July 29 (Sun) | Arrival in Japan —
Orientation HIP
2 July 30 (Mon) - - — - ;
Hiroshima Appreciation Class HIP - Saijo Sakagura-dori
Visit to Hiroshima Prefectural Hiroshima Hiroshima Prefectural
3 July. 31 (Tue) High School . Hiroshima High School
Japanese Cultural Experience
. HIP
(calligraphy)
Mazda Museum Tour Mazda Museum
Visit to the Peace Memorial Park, Peace
4 Aug. 1(Wed) Mgmorial Museum and the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park
Orizuru Tower
Hiroshima KAGURA Performance Hiroshima Kenmin Bunka
Center
Miyajima Tour
S Aug. 2 (Thu) | Japanese Cultural Experience Miyajima Island
(tea ceremony)
. Hiroshima Prefectural
Study abroad promotion program Government
Okonomiyaki Museum and Okonomiyaki Otafuku Sauce Co., Ltd.
Sauce factory tour “Wood Egg” Okonomiyaki
6 Aug. 3 (Fri) Okonomiyaki Cooking Lesson Kan
Courtesy Visit to Hiroshima Prefectural Hiroshima Prefectural
Government Government
Homesta Throughout
y Hiroshima Pref.
Throughout
7 Aug. 4 (Sat) | Homestay Hiroshirr?a Pref.
Homesta Throughout
8 Aug. 5 (Sun) y Hiroshima Pref.
Farewell party HIP
Attend the Peace Memorial Ceremony Peace Memorial Park
Visit to Hiroshima Castle Hiroshima Castle
9 Aug. 6 (Mon) Visit to Shukkeien Garden Shukk.e|en Garden
Reflection Workshop Satel!lte C_ampus
Hiroshima
Visit Hiroshima City center Shopping arcade on
Hon-dori
10 Aug. 7 (Tue) | Departure —
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“Overseas Hiroshima Kenjinkai”

Hiroshima Prefecture has had the greatest number of residents (approximately
110,000) emigrate abroad. The Kenjinkai consist mainly of these emigrants and their
offspring, and there are currently 28 organizations in 9 countries and regions that
include Hawaii, NA, and Central and Southern America (according to records from the
International Affairs Division of the Hiroshima Prefectural Government”) .

Many Kenjinkai members have overcome adversity to become valued members of
their community while still holding on to their affection for their homeland of Hiroshima
Prefecture. The presence of these Kenjinkai, which serve an important role as bridges
to promote friendship with Hiroshima Prefecture, are truly considered an important
overseas network for Hiroshima Prefecture.
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“Guanajuato State” ]

Having a population of 5,490,000 and an area of 30,491 ki, Guanajuato is situated in
the central Mexican highlands of Mexico and the state capital is Guanajuato City. The
historic town area and nearby silver mine of Guanajuato City are registered World
Cultural Heritage sites. Japanese businesses involved mainly in the automobile
industry are very active here. Mazda Motor Corporation and many other associated
businesses from Hiroshima Prefecture have made their way here. In order to further
the promotion of exchanges, Hiroshima concluded a sister state relationship with
Guanajuato State in November of 2014.




2 ShE&ELE List of participants

Hawaii, United States

PN ST VNS

A NVIR IR Seattle Hiroshima Kenjinkai
Honolulu Hiroshima
Kenijinkai Drew Mariel Deguchi
Age : 16
Seri Chiyo Nakamura
Age : 17
HNT A EBRAR

Eastern Hawai
Hiroshima Kenjinkai

Dillon Sadamu Tsuchiya
Age : 15

7 VKRR S
Seattle Hiroshima Kenjinkai

Lori Naomi Tanaka
Leader

ENNIN-I YN
Kona Hiroshima Kenjinkai

Jordan Toshiko Buskirk
Age : 16

California State, United States

NN CIEYNES
Southern California
Hiroshima Kenjinkai

Nicholas Kai Fortunato
Age : 17

AN =1 =N
Honolulu Hiroshima
Kenjinkai

Cheryl Emiko Sora
Leader

Y VNSNS
Southern California
Hiroshima Kenjinkai

Aaron Kohei Alexander
Age : 18

Washington State, United States

7 MVIEBRAS
Seattle Hiroshima Kenjinkai

Ana Akemi Tanaka
Age : 17

YN YN
Southern California
Hiroshima Kenjinkai

Brandon Tadashi Chung
Leader




VSN TP NES
Peru Hiroshima Kenjinkai

TN F IR A
Argentina Hiroshima

Kenjinkai
Valeria Isabel Kawaguchi
Yusa Tomoyo Oda
Age : 18 ) Leader
N\
Brazil

~V— KRS
Peru Hiroshima Kenjinkai

Juan Ryu Ishizawa
Age : 18

7T UNIRE b o A —
Brazil Hiroshima
Cultural Center

Juliana Tiemi Mukai
Age : 19

o IN YN
Peru Hiroshima Kenjinkai

Miriam Rocio Yusa Araki
Leader

7T UNVIRE b o A —
Brazil Hiroshima
Cultural Center

Jully Kanou
Age : 18

Argentina

VAN YN
Argentina Hiroshima
Kenjinkai

Natsue Camila Yamamoto
Age : 16

7T UNIRE b A —
Brazil Hiroshima
Cultural Center

Janete Hiromi Suzukayama
Kanou
Leader

VAN YN
Argentina Hiroshima
Kenjinkai

Shinji Nicolds Oshiro
Age : 18

Guanajuato State

Mexico

777 M
Guanajuato State

Sofia Michell Luna
Martinez
Age : 17




TTFr 77 8N
Guanajuato State

Vanessa Guadalupe
Martinez
Age : 17

7777 M
Guanajuato State

Fernando Ledn Valtierra
Leader

7777 MM
Guanajuato State

Rocio Pacheco Cruz
Age : 17




3 XiuEEIDEcE%x Record of exchange activities

Day1 ~ 7H 28 H (L) & 29 H(H) July 28 (Sat) & 29 (Sun)

A4 < a—)L Schedule

Time Details
% H Al day kB Arrival

¥ B8 Arrival

TH28HDRE, 77777 bOBNE AXLNDIRRZERIERE Loz ez, #
29 HiZ~b—, 7TV, WICANTA, T hL, A 73 1V=T, TILEBESF D
SMENBFEL, RERIVE L, ERTO LENTZERT-TLT.

On the noon of July 28, the first four participants from Guanajuato arrived at Hiroshima

Airport to kick things off. On the following day were the arrivals from Peru and Brazil while
that night the final arrivals came from Hawaii, Seattle, Southern California, Argentina.
Everyone had arrived after what must have been a long and tiring trip.




Day2 ~ 7 H30H(H) July 30 (Mon)

A4 < a—)L Schedule

Time Detall
9:30~12:30 AV xF7— 3> Orientation@HIP
I B EMiEHFHED Hiroshima Appreciation Class @
13:30~17:30 | J& BELRAHE® Hiroshima Appreciation Class @
V5 490 Y 1.5 Saijo Sakagura-dori Tour

A1) T 27— 3 > Orientation

Ta s AN Y, RBREREELY, ABEZEBRL,Z2OANERRL, LSS K
IF&ITh > T, IBEBICRHE L LB ROKIFORTGE 2> THRBLTIEE N, ) Lok
ERb0ELE, 0%, TAATL—F% 0 TEITOVELED, THRODA A=), THAR
TRV W L, [HLERZ L), T—FFERFH ) IZHOVWTHSORE T V—T %
VED 7 —2%T25 5 BIZ, HAROFEENMESHTWVE LT,

The program began with a message from the International Affairs Division of the

Hiroshima Prefectural Government. “We hope you experience Hiroshima to the fullest,
interact with as many people as possible, learn to love Hiroshima, and then continue to
serve as a bridge to encourage friendship between your country and Hiroshima Prefecture
after you return home.” Later, we had everyone take part in an icebreaking game by having
them form groups and answer four questions that included “What is your image of Japan?”,
“What do you want to do in Japan?”, “What are you worried about right now?”, and “What is
your favorite season?”. Everyone was able to relax through this activity.

10




75 5558 EGE Y R Saijo Sakagura-dori Tour
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Following some preparatory learning, they visited Saijo Sakagura-dori in
Higashihiroshima. After returning to HIP, they each submitted one photo with the title “The
Japan” and “Whaaat!? Japan” which were then displayed in the lobby of HIP. We made it
possible for participants and visitors to HIP to vote for their favorite photos on display. The
participant who received the most votes was announced at the end of the farewell party.

Well, can you guess which photo took the most votes?

=

BRATC & ZITAT < MR T,
Consulting on where to go at the
infront of the station.

FELLWVWEDE RS E LT,
They found something Saijo-ish.

BIEOMEE 245> TV 2 it T,
A shrine dedicated to the god of sake.




Day3 ~ 7 A 31 H(CK) July 31 (Tue)

A4 < a—)L Schedule

Time Details
9:00~15:30 ERGGHR @RS R B

ARG =TT — R V= vay7

School visit@Hiroshima Prefectural Hiroshima High School
School tour/ Exchange/ Workshop

19:00~20:30 HASEARBR (FiB)

Japanese Cultural Experience (calligraphy)

FRIE @RILESR

= b &
FEo TN B, b X o) BRIRRK,
A little nervous while waiting

CAToB O  RESEENS CHISHEE F Lk,
Opening speech from the
principal.

Self-introductions

TN—T T LU= Va7, R -
FANZONTHELE L, B ho e CHEA B | ERER T, BART <ICR LI
Workshop in groups. Group photo! e FE L,

Fellow high school students.

Examined issues related to peace. .
Everyone was soon able to hit it off.

REORETTHEER T,
Give a presentation infront of everyone.

12




BAXb{kER =38 Japanese Cultural Experience -calligraphy-

ARSI Z RO D720, WAOEO T, FEAERLE Lz, SMEIIELE (T
R 2%, £HLUTRVAMATE Y EMOEAE S REEOL S TVE Lz, (EMIEENT
WA T e —Il@RLE LT,

To deepen their understanding of Japan, they experienced calligraphy under the
instruction of a teacher. The participants focused their efforts to complete their works and
even the teacher was impressed. The finished works were displayed as scrolls in the lobby.

- il - |

AR

W E< ETIRE

BT R0 5 BN o aton
Participants observing the teacher as she writes ractice first

0B ERT AR AL B A A, R LT MAE LT,
Participants focus on writing their pieces to be displayed in the lobby
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Day4 ~ 8 H 1 H(UK) August1 (Wed)

A4 < a—)L Schedule

Time Details
10:00~13:00 vV HE I 2—UT A RE Mazda Museum tour
7 U FAE Lunch mixer
14:00~17:00 SRR AN RS Peace Memorial Park tour

SRRt B EHME R Visit to Peace Memorial Museum
B0 324U —R% Visit to Hiroshima Orizuru Tower

19:00~21:00 IR B hEsEEE Hiroshima KAGURA Performance

IVAIA—CFTLRERSVFRRE

Mazda Museum tour and lunch mixer
< AR eI TR AR

p Group photo at Mazda Motor
- Corporation’s Head Office building

EDHEP—F
KUITAD FLTen?
Which car is your
favorite?

= B DIERRLEATC OV T OMBAEZITE L,
Listening to the explanation about the history and
technology of Mazda.

VT —D®%IF, VDR EALLT TR
After the tour, participants lunched together with Mazda employees

14




FHESOE - FAESTEHE - BYDBET—RE

Peace Memorial Park, Peace Memorial Museum and Orizuru Tower tour
SERIRL A, ERREEEHME, BV S U —E2RFELE L,
They took a tour of the Peace Memorial Park, Peace Memorial Museum and the Orizuru

Tower.

FELETPBERNT 2 NTA TV —T
Participants from Hawaii dedicating their own
cranes to the string of 1,000 cranes

RO DB ORI Cria g
Taking a picture before the statue of the
children’s peace monument

BOIBL2T—TCIEAARTIVEEZITY £ LT,
Making paper cranes at the Orizuru Tower

RSB ORICHT Y ZHRITET,
Offering a prayer before the cenotaph

g R— L&y 7 IR,

5 HZIIT R asuic s L7,
Group photo with the atomic bomb dome in the
background. In five days time they will attend the
Peace Memorial Ceremony.
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[CEMEEE Hiroshima KAGURA Performance

IREBRE b o Z—I0TC, JRBDEHRERE 1SS 28 U E L, SRR (5K
1) OMET, BEIE DA & ki) T,

They took in a Hiroshima traditional arts performance of Kagura at the Hiroshima Kenmin

Bunka Center. Anagasa-gakudan’s (from Miyoshi City) repertoire consisted of
“Takiyasyahime” and “Ibukiyama”.

EE%, BHICERY, BEOKELZRESECWEEEELE,
After the performance, they got on stage and tried on the masks and

16




Day5 ~ 8 A2 H(K) August?2 (Thu)

A4 < a—)L Schedule

Time Details
10:00~14:30 B W% Miyajima Tour
15:00~17:00 HAS LB (BhE) @R
Japanese Cultural Experience (tea ceremony) @Miyajima

AARZ g REOEBEBILE L, RBAEORMB ML R LIk, 0—T Y =d
M, AKIEEEHL, 5< A9 07 = fUST, HHEFFMZRLAE L,
They visited Miyajima, one of the top three scenic spots in Japan. After touring the World

Heritage site of ltsukushima Shrine, they split up into a ropeway group, an aquarium group,
and an owl café group and highly enjoyed their free time.

S BETLHETS
WZEEA B Z
LT E L
As soon as they
‘4| arrived, deer
came out to
greet them

FAKRETFEHDT
: Bz T

, Cleansing their
hands in the sacred
& water before entering
the shrine.
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BEHOEWEBFCTEMEE CREEZERRLE L, 2270 —7ORMRMIT, FFHERFO
fH, BT MaRBR L E L7,
Here they are experiencing the tea ceremony at an old temple in Miyajima. They went in

turns as two groups and those waiting spent their time learning how to fold origami.

HATRBERITY, BARTHAERLE L,
Everyone is serious. They also got to experience tea-serving.

They also experienced origami.
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Day6 ~ 8 H 3 H (%) August3 (Fri)

A4 < a—)L Schedule

Time Details
08:45~10:45 JE S8 5 %N Study-abroad promotion program
12:00~15:00 BUABEI 22—V 7 b, BifAHY — A TS, B A58 X 8
Kk @4 % 727 V— A Wood Egg F A HE & i
Okonomiyaki Museum and Okonomiyaki Sauce Factory tour and
Okonomiyaki Cooking Lesson @Otafuku Sauce Co., Ltd. “Wood
Egg” Okonomiyaki Kan
16:15~16:45 IR PP 3241 Courtesy visit to Hiroshima Prefectual Government

17:00~ RA 77 Y —LOxtH Meeting with host families

=h

BB Study-abroad promotion program
FUTIRBIC X 258 O%, BYPAELDOBERZSHREZITWE L,
After a lecture given by a prefectural government official, participants exchanged opinions

with international university students.

BB L 2R 0%, BFAEL DBARBRSEZITOE LT,
Lecture by a prefectural government official and exchange with international students

IR RFOBFADER
RIZBIML T nvE
L7z,

International students at
Hiroshima University joined
the discussion.

BBIZ I N—T /I
FHLAEVWTHEE RS
BFRLE LR,

At the end of the session,
opinions were shared
with other groups.
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BIFrHBEERER@Wood Egg HiFABEEEE  Okonomiyaki Cooking Lesson

BltH B Wood Egg T, IKBEDY UL T — R THIBHABEZ DI 22—V T LRFL
BUABEE OFBARBRZATVVE LTc, £, BUAREEOY —A T2 RPELE L,

Visited “Wood Egg”, a museum of Okonomiyaki, the Hiroshima’s soul food, and Otafuku
Sauce’s factory. Participants enjoyed cooking Okonomiyaki on their own.

BT 2B E LTIEE E L7,
il : = o i A staff of the museum guided the
B 53 TR 7o B 4F A8 & 130 T ! participants and explained the history

Paticipants were happy with okonomiyaki made by of Okonomivaki.
themselves!

ShBLESY
HoTWE L,
Everybody bought many souvenirs at
the museum.

20




B TR Courtesy visit to Hiroshima Prefectural Government

R W FT 2 RWGHR U E LT,

FMNERAS DT —u » S AOFEVERFRE I E, “RBR2—2ABEERME" 0
Mk LR, BOFERRICEESNE L.

Participants paid a courtesy visit to Hiroshima Prefectural Government.

Following a greeting by Mr. Aaron Kohei Alexander from Southern California Hiroshima
Kenjinkai, each of the youth participants was given a letter of appointment to be a “Youth

Goodwill Ambassador of Hiroshima” as well as souvenirs.

ﬁi@ﬁe%ﬁéﬁﬁbu@7~m VEN IRBRERER LD HnEo
Greeting by Mr. Alexander Greeting by Director of International Affairs
from Southern California of Hiroshima Prefectural Government

HIRNZ ORI
Presentation by each Kenjinkai

= e

IR — 2 BB REOZFERERE T
FERATNVE o ForD=aFAELETT
F77 MNDOY T 4T EA .
Mr. Oshiro from Argentina and Ms. ] ===
Martinez from Guanajuato State, receiving HILSMIEFICB HELEL E LT,

letters of appointment to be a “Youth Everyone took turned handing soubenirs to
Goodwill Ambassador of Hiroshima”. the Director.

21
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BAZOBFLEE, LBREMENIL EERARI—XFAEKRME] ICRES

, SEOTOTSLIZESMLTHERRBREZL LIS, BASLLBRDOREIC
DIEMNEIRIFOBEHRHIREDRTIBL LT, HEORFIXREHEL, B
AEDRBELE LTERT A ENHFIATLET,

Ffz, J7F 77 bMOFEVERX RBRRIC TTREBRI7FH 77 ha—RRE
KEIITRRBESN, J7F77 MMELEROHEDRTIELLT, HEDOK
FRROHEEFTR D Z ENPFINTLET,

BARMIZIE, BERLEERFEELT, BEFICREELEIEOLEREN
RIL, F-BoIELEERE, 1NV FPRY FETHRELTWHCI LIS
HmYERT,

“Youth Goodwill Ambassador of Hiroshima”

Kenjinkai youth are appointed as a “Kenjinkai Youth Goodwill Ambassador of
Hiroshima” by the governor of Hiroshima Prefecture. Based on the experiences
they gained through this program, they are expected to serve as a bridge for
goodwill by strengthening the future bonds of friendship between Hiroshima
Prefecture and their respective Kenjinkai, thus promoting mutual friendship
exchanges and working actively as inheritors of the Kenjinkai.

Youth from Guanajuato State are likewise appointed as a “Guanajuato Youth
Goodwill Ambassador of Hiroshima” and expected to promote mutual
friendship exchanges by serving as a bridge for goodwill between Guanajuato
State and Hiroshima Prefecture.

Specifically, ambassadors transmit at events or online what they saw and
heard during their stay as well as information provided by Hiroshima Prefecture
or gathered by themselves after returning home.

R—L AT A4 Homestay

A, 1A2BDHR—LRATAMPBEYEL , HIPIZT, EROHMA, "X I 73Y
—&Ex@ELEL
The two-day homestay kicked off in the evening. Participants met with relatives, friends

and host family members at HIP.
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Day7 ~ 8 H4 H (%) August4 (Sat)

A4 < a—)L Schedule

Time Details
% H Al day A—AhAT A (FA%H) Homestay (throughout prefecture)

Day8 ~ 8 H5H(H) August5 (Sun)

A4 a—)L Schedule

Time Details
~17:00 A—2Lb AT A (BLAN£H) Homestay (throughout prefecture)

2 7 x)L/N\—T 14— Farewell party

FARNT7 7 IV —BREDOANEL, HIP THEICRFEZRLAE L, BFOE, 1
E—ICBEIL T, X ARHOWEE, BEOHMEZ LTI NELE,
Participants enjoyed having a meal together with host family members and others at HIP.

After the meal, they moved to the lobby where they performed dances and songs and

introduced their countries.

RAR 77 IV =M ERBLNOEREZEILE L,
Participants spent and enjoyable time with host family members and friends.
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BN % bR B X RS S — 2
Drowing telephone game with relatives.

RIERIELET, WY EHELTIND
TILVBF L DESA

Clothed in native dress, the participants from
Argentina Kenjinkai performed a dance.

TIIONDES ML DT p—~ A
Performance by the participants from Brazil
Kenjinkai.

NIALDEE T, U7 LV LOERTHRE Y
TH AR LT NE L,

Participants from Hawaii performed Hula,
singing to a ukulele accompaniment.
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Day9 ~8 A6 H(H) August6 (Mon)

A4 < a—)L Schedule

Time Details
07:30~09:00 A S
Attendance at the Peace Memorial Ceremony
09:30~10:30 Jis B RS- Visit to Hiroshima Castle
12:30~13:30 fi 5 L5~ Visit to Shukkeien Garden
14:00~16:00 zilk Y v —2 23 v 7 Reflection workshop

FEFER S HE S| Attencdance at the Peace Memorial Ceremony
S T R AEY R R S 2 NS AR & il o 28 U F L,
Participants attended the Hiroshima City memorial ceremony dedicated to victims of the

atomic bombing and the Peace Memorial Ceremony.

ETHLBVRATLER, ZLDOANRBFIL, FEM~OBWEHICLE L,
It was a scorching hot day, but many people turned out for the event and renewed their prayers for peace

RO, M T ALK ZE
WZEDNENY F9,

Pigeons, a symbol of peace,
were released into the blue
sky above.
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LEH RS Visit to Hiroshima Castle

RIRER, ARSI S R R TR0 RE T,
On the left is Hiroshima Castle and on the right is a view of Hiroshima City as seen from the
castle tower.

3 - =T

KRR O THEATE
Group photo in front of the castle

MEEE RS Visit to Shukkeien Garden

08 0f 2018

ob 08 2018
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&Y M Z Y%L Reflection workshop

IOTOTTREBLCRIZZE R U2 EIZHOWVWT, B2V EEEKLE L,
ENLEITIN—TTEIZEZ, AvE—UR—FEERLE L,
A reflection workshop was carried out regarding what everyone saw and felt through this

program. Everyone discussed in groups and created a message board.

fHICHE R EZ IRV IR -
Teth, AvE—VR—FD
ERFIEOBAEZZITE L
Toe

After a brief review of the
program, an explanation on
how to make a massage
board was given.

~A v K=y 7T EAERL,
IN—T LA yE—Y
R— FEERLET,
Here participants create a
mind map and then each
group make a message
board.

Al e

MY 7 HN=T VT ML ITF77 NIA—=T TSNS N—T
IN—"7 Participants from Participants from Brazil
Participants from Southern Guanajuato State

California and Seattle

KT N—TDI}EZ T AIEE, OALEEBEE X —0D Facebook (27 v 7 LE L7,
Each group presentation was recorded on video and then uploaded to the Facebook page of
Hiroshima International Center.

=T N F T —F NT AT N—F
Participants from Peru and Argentina Participants from Hawaii
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Day 10 ~8 A 7 H (K) & 8 H(K) August7 (Tue) & 8 (Wed)

A4 < a—)L Schedule

Time Details

Bt A Departure

B H Departure

THIZT VBT, NUA, T Mb, D 7 4V=T, 77U, ~b—, 8 HIZ
TT7F 77 ERENENT NV—TI1250 IV CHIP #H% L E L,
Participants from Argentina, Hawaii, Seattle, Southern California, Brazil and Peru

departed HIP on August 7 and those from Guanajuato State departed on August 8.

FIZ 10 H#OT v 7T hafkz, 28
TRICIFE DOBRICEE E LT,
All participants successfully finished
the 10-day program and safely made it
back to their home countries.
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4 EHNSINEDOKIEI Impressions by overseas participants

B VVIEEBRAE
Honolulu Hiroshima Kenjinkai

Seri Chiyo Nakamura

The Hiroshima Kenjinkai exchange program was a very fun experience. I was
able to learn a lot about Hiroshima’s history, culture, and people throughout this trip.
Hiroshima has built its mindset around advocating for peace ever since the atomic bomb
incident. I saw the continuous efforts to bring peace to the city and to foreign visitors
through the museum and parks.

When we visited the Hiroshima atomic bomb museum, we learned about the
history behind the atomic bomb and about the effects of the bomb on the city and the
people of Hiroshima. One of the reasons I had wanted to go on this program was
because I wanted to learn more about Japan’s perspective of the war, specifically the
bombings, and read true stories about those who've gone through the tragic event. The
first floor with all the stories of people who've suffered through the bombing moved me
to tears as I walked around, reading the many diaries that were donated to the museum.
By going to the museum, and later attending the August 6th ceremony, I was able to
find even more respect for people of Hiroshima as they dedicate themselves to bringing
peace to the world through spreading stories of Hiroshima and Nagasaki to advocate for
the abolishment of nuclear weapons.

I also really loved this program because I was able to become friends with all
the participants from other Kenjinkais. All the activities we participated in and the
places we went together were always so much fun because we all got along with each
other. I was able to make new friends from all over the world.

Thank you for this experience! I hope to come back to Hiroshima soon!
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HNUARBRAS
Eastern Hawai Hiroshima Kenjinkai

Dillon Sadamu Tsuchiya

Dillon Tsuchiya, Hawaii, Buddhism

This program is very special. Not many groups can bring together people from
all over the world into one place to be able to talk about one global issue. This year,
being about our feelings about peace and what we can do to help advocate for it. I never
really thought about this topic but while I was discussing with the Hiroshima students I
googled “What is the definition of peace” and it said “Freedom from or the cessation of
war or violence”. Which is true in a sense. But after talking with everyone I thought
that peace should more be about not only stopping wars, but also working together to
help promote kindness with other countries.

The program helped me realize this because of all of the places we toured. Like
the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum, which taught me that after the war, the
United States sent aid to Japan. And how people show their wish of peace by folding
thousands and millions of cranes in memory of Sadako. It showed me that true peace is
not only stopping wars. But also continuing good relationships with other countries in
order to benefit the entire world.

The most lasting impact this program had on me was meeting all of the new
people. I come from the town of Hilo, Hawaii. It is the 2nd biggest town in the state of
Hawaii. Yet it is really small compared to other places. Walking around downtown Hilo
you will almost always see someone you know. So, going to Hiroshima was really
different for me. I was able to meet people who lived on the west coast of America, I met
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people from Mexico, Brazil, and Argentina. Before this trip I barely knew anybody on
the other side of the island.

This has been such a great experience for me. It has not only deepened my bond
with Hiroshima, but has also taught me things I will keep with me for my entire life,
and also made me life long friends. I would like to thank you for allowing me to be a part
of this program and I hope that I people after me will be able to experience Hiroshima
just like I have.
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aF)IRERAE
Kona Hiroshima Kenjinkai

Jordan Toshiko Buskirk

This trip was an amazing and eventful experience that really shaped my life
and my future. All the things we got to do, all the sights we got to see, and all the people
I got to meet really made me realize just how lucky I am to be apart of this foreign
exchange program. The one thing that truly stuck out to me during the entire duration
of the trip, was the abundance of nature practically everywhere. The high school trip
was definitely something new and exciting, getting to see how students spend their daily
lives in high school, and it was a privilege to be able to talk to them and make new
friends. The Hiroshima Peace Ceremony was the highlight of the entire trip because it
was heartwarming to see a bunch of people meeting together to honor those who passed
away in a tragic accident yet still see the positive side and advocate for peace. They
didn’t take this tragedy and let the anger and sorrow turn into an urge to seek revenge.
Instead, they let those feelings subside and replaced them with happiness and a new
perspective for a new future.

Meeting all the delegates from the other countries was amazing because, since
I'm socially awkward and really shy, it was a chance for me to come out of my shell and
make new friends. I'm still talking to around 8 of them till today. I was able to overcome
my social anxiety, talk and have fun with people, and make friends along the way. My
homestay family experience was just amazing because I got to experience what it was
life to be in a Japanese family, get to see what their daily lives were like, and what they
would do to have fun.

Going back to the nature, because I really love nature. I remember going
outside one night, when I was alone, and looking up to see a blanket of stars. Just seeing
that made me feel as if time stopped on its own and I wasn’t going to be a junior in high
school or that college was right around the corner. I was stuck at 16 with amazing
friends with me in the one country I hope to live in. This trip gave me a feeling I haven’t
felt before and I'm thankful for the chance to experience this amazing journey.
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VKBRS
Honolulu Hiroshima Kenjinkai

Cheryl Emiko Sora (Leader)

The Hiroshima International Youth Exchange Program was a wonderful experience for
me and I am so glad that I participated as a chaperone. As a child, I spent many
summers in Hiroshima with my grandparents and felt like Hiroshima was my second
home. During this program, it was great to make a connection with Hiroshima again
and to see how the other participants and chaperones came to love Hiroshima. It made
me have so much pride and love for my second home even more.

I really enjoyed participating in everything we did while in Hiroshima, especially
experiencing making okonomiyaki together with everyone at Otafuku Wood Egg and
dressing in a kimono to do a tea ceremony. I'm also glad that we went to the Peace
Memorial Museum and learned more about the bombing of Hiroshima. My mother is a
hibakusha, which makes me a second generation hibakusha. We need everyone to learn
about what happened in the past so that it never happens again. I think the best part
for me though, was to bond with the other participants while learning about Hiroshima
together. We made so many memories that will last a lifetime!

I would like to thank the Hiroshima Prefectural Government for giving us the
opportunity to visit Hiroshima and learn about its history and culture. I was a fortunate
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enough to go to Hiroshima 20 years ago as an exchange student for this program and
now as a chaperone this year. I hope that this program continues for many more years
and gives others the opportunity to learn about Hiroshima as well.
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VT MVEBEAS
Seattle Hiroshima Kenjinkai

Ana Akemi Tanaka

Hiroshima trip impression

Going to Hiroshima this summer has been an incredibly enlightening experience to say
the least. I have never once felt as welcomed as I did the day my mom and I walked into
the sushi restaurant that my uncle and aunt had made a reservation at before we even
arrived at their house. Connecting with family has always been a top priority for me
and the fact that I was given the opportunity to meet and come to love more of the
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people that make up my family tree is something I am extremely thankful for. Also
getting the chance to hear what Hiroshima students think of peace was very moving as
well. Drew and I were ready to write a few sentences about our thoughts, but the
students of the high school were writing simple words like, “family,” “food,” and “no war.”
Peace is such a simple concept, but for students from the US like us who don’t think
about peace in our everyday lives, it becomes a very tangled idea and hard to consider
as an attainable concept.

On the plane ride(s) back from Hiroshima, I couldn’t help but think about how little I
wanted to return home. At the end of a tiring trip, I am usually one that is looking
forward to getting the chance to sleep in my own bed and see my friends back at home;
however, I truly have never been so sad to come back home. When we got off the plane,
my mom and I were talking about how if someone asked us if we wanted to hop back on
a plane and endure the 9-12 hours of flying back to Japan just to enjoy Hiroshima for a
little longer, we in an instant. Being able to become close friends with students my age
and with the same ethnic background in nearly an instant was the coolest experience.
We stayed up the whole night the day before we left, but not because we wanted to say
we pulled an “all-nighter,” but because we were talking and having authentic
conversations and simply didn’t realize how fast time was passing.

I am extremely grateful for the experience this program has allowed the opportunity for
and will forever cherish the memories and relationships that I have created throughout
the trip.
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V7 MVIREBAS
Seattle Hiroshima Kenjinkai

Drew Mariel Deguchi

New Experiences

Upon arriving in Hiroshima, I was taken aback by the layered mountains and
towering trees that greeted me. KEven in the sweltering heat, the harmony between
nature and city reminded me of home. However, besides the landscape very few things
seemed familiar to me, as Japan was like a completely different world. This was evident
through food, culture, and societal norms all contrasting of the western traditions which
I am accustomed to. This provided an opportunity to push myself outside of my
comfort zone, and explore a culture in which I am connected to, yet know little about.

One of the experiences that specifically stood out to me was the visit to the high
school in Hiroshima. All the students held enthusiasm and excitement to learn and
exuded politeness. I found it interesting to talk with the kids and find common interests
between us. Despite the 5,000 miles and completely different cultural norms,
somethings such as sports and music proved to be universal.

Another thing I found interesting was Hiroshima’s history. Although in school
we were briefly taught about Hiroshima and the devastation it endured during World
War 2, I knew very little about both the culture and my family history in Hiroshima
prior to this trip. While walking around downtown, I was fascinated to learn about how
quickly the city recovered after getting bombed. Although many of the buildings were
built during the same decade, I believe that one who was unaware of Hiroshima’s
history would not have realized the city’s tragic past. However, its history seemed to live
on through the people. The message of peace was prevalent in many of the people I met,
including my host family. It was also intriguing to talk with the high schoolers about
peace as it was clearly an important value that they embodied. This trip allowed me to
learn more about my Japanese heritage and introduced me to authentic Japanese
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culture. In addition, connecting with people my own age from around the world was a
very valuable experience as it exposed me to other people’s point of views. Overall, my
time in Hiroshima was very educational and I enjoyed learning more about the
prefecture, my roots, and Japanese culture.
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VT MVIREBAS
Seattle Hiroshima Kenjinkai

Lori Naomi Tanaka (Leader)

The Hiroshima Kenjinkai Youth Exchange Program was one of the most amazing
experiences I've honestly ever had. It allowed the delegates and me to see and
experience Hiroshima in a way that we wouldn’t have been able to on our own. Visiting
the many places that we did--the ferry and Miyajima Island with the tea ceremony,
dressed in kimonos, tour of Mazda and lunch with their employees, tour of Otafuku and
making/eating okonomiyaki, Hiroshima Peace Park/Memorial, Orizuru Tower and the
visit to Hiroshima High School with the students and group discussions about the
meaning of peace, were absolutely amazing! We learned so much from all these
experiences.

Visiting with our relatives was a wonderful experience as well. We've met them before
although only once or twice and have spent very little time with them. This particular
visit was special as we learned so much and actually sat down to make a family tree.
Connecting with cousins of three generations was extremely special and emotional for
us, truly heartwarming.

Another part of this program that was awesome was meeting and getting to know the
delegates, participants and leaders from the other countries. We all really had fun
together! The language barriers didn’t matter as we had so much fun touring, shopping,
eating, playing ping pong and basketball, dancing and playing music together. We also
had “bus karaoke” that made our rides all the more fun! Other friendships we formed
were with our program organizers and HIC staff—Mr. Inaba, Shota Oboshi and Mayuu
Tanaka. We loved hanging out with them--they became part of our group! Thank you so
much! All of the delegates and leaders felt that our group was very special!

I hope this program can continue for many years to come. It shows the Japanese culture
and life in Hiroshima to the delegates and leaders from the inside, rather than from
books and movies. The history with the relentlessness and respect of the Hiroshima
people is critical for the world to know. We can hope to never have it repeated.

I highly recommend this program and will forever treasure this wonderful and
meaningful opportunity. I hope to go back to Hiroshima again (maybe as a chaperone
with my son in a couple years?). The experiences, memories and friendships will forever
be cherished and stay close to my heart.

38




NS RN T DERERELZR T 7 77 ML, RYICFRDONEOHFHTEH - & HHER D LIOFER
D—DTL, ZO7aZ T AOBNF CTHT-HIEX, BT bTIEHRRN -7 CILE
FRTEBRTH N TEE Lz, FlziE, 72D —ICRYVEBIITE, HWEE CHRE
LIRBLELEL, v VA ERZLREBO 2 LREEINCL, 4477 DR
TIIBHABEE ZEo TR, R FERREAREEHE & RO ~HIT& £ L,
FIRBEDOER TITEREED EERICO W VN—TF 4 A v arz LELER, 2
DEINCTL SAOEHZFFR LI EIETIES LR TH Y, ZoRmNr6%£< Dz
LRSI ENTEEL,

F72, BROTLEHND Z ENTEEOLTIELLWVERBRTLE, ZRETIcbe-o7
EIEHVFELEDR, Fb—E ETIZAOEWGEM T L, AEIOFFIEA S (L8]
TlLTre 2D EEFZRIENTEELEL, EE, FRREZEAS AU BN E
Lz, =W E b R TE 2 I SICEENTLDIERELILORH Y F L
776

Flo, 2O 7T AOREL LWL, HREE S ORERH, g, V—F—ca
STRMERD DL ZENTELZ LT, ARG LW EZ I I TN TEE
L7, SEORER CRIETIEHRL, HITRITPEVWHE LY, BFEE L2 HERON
Ay FAR—VE LTV, FEEREHERBLZD EARY IR LLBMIT N TEE L,
T, KTl T AOEMERL HIC AX vy 7O AL (WES AL, REMRKSA, HPE
BIA) EURERODLZENTEELE, HEAL BT TOIIELLS, £5T
b7 N—T0O B0 X9 TLE, RHIZHUNE Y TXNWE L, REFSCY —F
—DJixE Y, FAZbO 7 N—T13ER7E LT TnE L,

DT TTER, b b LT ZE AL CVE T, ARSOME 7 8 CiEe
<, TIZIRBTHMNS AARUESLCBARD AR OS2 REMCY —F —72bil b5 %
TNELE, GBI L THVIREND Z ENRWE T, REDRER U2 2w b
A& DB WE RGNS = L osfied CERES L HnET,

ZOTa ST L ERIHIFETLE LB, ZOTIEL LWHEERERKRES BN %
ToLENRWVWTLEY, TV (BFERICHROETFOMFEHRVE LT) KBRS
TLBZENTENRLE B> TCWVET, SEIORBRCLES L TAEE £ERF LT
EmnE BuvES,

39




VNSNS
Southern California Hiroshima Kenjinkai

Nicholas Kai Fortunato

International Youth Exchange Program Essay

I am grateful for the City of Hiroshima and the Southern California Hiroshima
Kenjinkai for allowing me to participate in this year’s Youth Exchange Program. The
highlights of the program for me were the excursion to Miyajima, seeing the Kagura
performance, and my homestay with my distant family.

Visiting Miyajima was my favorite activity. I enjoyed the deer following me and
the miniature shiba inus at the Mameshibainu Café. I experienced a traditional tea
cereony wearing a kimono. I felt the peaceful zen vibe on the island. I enjoyed this day
very much. Next, the music of the Kagura performance immediately captivated me. The
exotic sounds were interesting even though I could not understand what the story was
about and I thoroughly enjoyed the performance in the nice, air conditioned auditorium.
Lastly, the homestay with my mother’s cousin and his wife were unforgettable. They
were very good cooks, had an amazing home with a massive pond and tended their own
garden full of fresh ripe vegetables and fruit. However, they had no air conditioning and
the temperature was in the upper 40 degrees celcius (over 104 degrees Fahrenheit)!
Although we were limited in our conversations, we found our commonality through
music, specifically John Denver’s “Take Me Home” and Mamma Mia songs, which I
thought were odd and unusual.

I came to the conclusion that music can connect people. Our Q&A activity with
the high school students began with a discussion about what type of music we liked.
The topic of music had broken down the awkward walls and made me feel connected to
them. My experiences of the beautiful music from the Kagura performance, the strange
likeness of the music with my homestay family, and the time the delegates from the
various countries spent together in the music room each night, were joyful and
memorable.

I wish that somehow we can go back in time and replace the atomic bomb that
my Grandfather experienced firsthand, with music in order to bring peace to the world.
I enjoyed my first trip to Japan very much and I am very happy that I got to visit my
Grandparents’ home city of Hiroshima. I hope that I will be able to visit again.
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Southern California Hiroshima Kenjinkai

Aaron Kohei Alexander

Kenjinkai & GTO International Exchange Program 2018

Kenjinkai exchange program was an unforgettable experience that I will forever
be grateful for. Not only did the program bring me closer to my Hiroshima roots, but
allowed to me to make lasting friendships with people from all over the world including
Peru, Argentina, Brazil, and Mexico. While learning about the Japanese culture and
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traditions, I was also able to learn more about other countries’ traditions through the
diverse group of kids I spent ten days with. On the trip, we were fortunate enough to
visit many places: Saijo Sake Breweries, Hiroshima Prefectural High School, the Mazda
Museum, Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park, Miyajima, and can’t forget about the
gigantic shopping area of Hiroshima City. At Miyajima, we were also able to participate
in a traditional Japanese tea ceremony, where we got to wear kimonos and attempt to
stay seated seiza (I lasted about 3 minutes). At the Hiroshima Prefectural High School,
we talked to the kids there about what exactly peace is to each of us and how that can be
attained. It was nice to see their different perspectives on peace. I noticed through all
these different experiences that the people of Hiroshima are all very peace oriented and
I think us Americans can learn a thing or two about how to live peaceful lifestyles. The
Peace Memorial Ceremony that we got to attend on August 6th, the anniversary of the
atomic bomb being dropped on Hiroshima, was an incredible experience as not a lot of
people have that privilege. August 6th is such a special day for everyone living in
Hiroshima, it was an honor to get to experience that with them. The trip concluded with
a couple days of homestay where I got to stay with my grandma and cousins whom I
haven’t seen in seven years. I am grateful for the program because it gave me the
opportunity to see my family, familiarize myself with the cultures and traditions of
Japan, and make international friendships that will last a lifetime.
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Southern California Hiroshima Kenjinkai

Brandon Tadashi Chung (Leader)

A
Kenjinkai Reflection

Japan is a country of spirits.

Some of them are well-known icons commonly associated with Japanese culture,
like stone jizo or Totoro, arguably the most famous animated character since the
creation of Mickey Mouse. Others are subtle, nonphysical, but they carry a sense of
magic beyond the encapsulation of mere words, such as the grinding chirp of cicadas,
coming from everywhere and nowhere all at once. Still others are exclusive, found in one
location and one location only.

Hiroshima is one such prefecture where unique spirits like these reside. Four
years ago, when I journeyed to the region as a participant in the Hiroshima
government’s International Student Exchange Program, I was fortunate enough to
experience this unique environment. Now, as a college student with a sharper eye (and
two participants to chaperone in tow), I was much more excited in anticipating what I
would see this time around.

There was doubt surrounding the trip before we even left American soil; heavy
floods had recently ravaged the prefecture, and the fact that our arrival coincided with
the passing of a typhoon (both of which, I should add, were one-time, unique events not
complementary to a typical sojourn to Japan) was mildly concerning, to say the least.
And yet, upon our arrival, the skies were clear and the air calm, as though the kami
knew we were coming in and telling us, welcome home. Upon landing in Hiroshima, we
were greeted warmly by Koso Inaba and Shota Oboshi from the Hiroshima International
Plaza, who proceeded to drive us to the aforementioned building that, for the next ten
days, would become our home away from home.

The next week passed in a blur, as all great things in life unfortunately tend to.
Some of the activities, like traditional Japanese calligraphy and the chanoyu tea
ceremony, were experiences both familiar and new all at once, like riding an old bicycle
after many years. Other moments were less familiar, but still thoroughly enjoyable. At
the Wood Egg Okonomiyaki museum, where we were taught how to make our own
delicious meal, I saw how the mere ambience of the unique cooking environment brought
everyone at our table together, in a solid display of camaraderie over the shared
experience of tasting the same delectable flavors. (I now understand why the locals say
“okonomiyaki’ when posing for pictures; just the thought of its taste is enough to elicit a
grin from anyone). On Miyajima Island, nature blended with civilization in perfect
harmony; wild deer roamed the paved streets, perfectly at ease with the throngs of
people walking up and down the avenues. Sometimes they would even sidle up to people
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in an apparent display of affection (although given that the majority of these people had
food in hand, it is questionable how genuine this attachment was). Still others were
surreal; during my homestay with my relatives, we ventured deep into the mountains to
visit my grandfather’s childhood home in the countryside, now abandoned and fallen
into heavy disrepair. Standing in the dusty hallways was oddly nostalgic, as I was able
to see for myself where my grandfather had grown up and spent his childhood, and how
different his life was from mine. The moment quickly turned from heartfelt to humorous
as a cloud of bats fluttered over my head (the building is abandoned, after all), and I
elicited a hearty laugh from my relatives as I scrambled back out into the sunlight.

But not all of the spirits in Hiroshima are merry. On opposite sides of
Hiroshima’s Motoyasu River stand two buildings: one, a modern rectangular structure
with whitewashed walls, the other a heavily scarred ruin, fenced off from the public. The
Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum and the Atomic Bomb Dome, respectively, they
stand as a grim reminder of the atomic bomb explosion of August 6, 1945. One of only
two cities worldwide that have been devastated by nuclear weapons, Hiroshima’s ghosts
are horribly unique, leaving behind not white spectres but relics stained with black ash.
Displayed within the Peace Museum are an arrangement of items, all testaments of
their murdered owners: a shattered pocket watch, a deformed tricycle, the burned
clothes of schoolchildren whose lives were obliterated with the city. Surrounded by
destroyed items, black-and-white photos of burned corpses, and haunting sketches
drawn of the bomb’s terrible aftermath, I felt suffocated by a multitude of emotions;
despair, rage, grief. Across the river, at the A-Bomb Dome, I noticed that the trees
planted near the ruins seemed to be extending their branches out to offer as much shade
as possible, as if the land itself were trying to shield the old building from the memory of
that terrible fire all those years ago.

And yet, rather than being broken by such horror, it is clear that the spirit of
Hiroshima survived, and continues to thrive. I saw it in the face of Amane, my five-year
old cousin who, after less than an hour, had attached herself to my leg, affectionately
cooing “onii-chan” and who had become inseparable from me by the end of my homestay
visit. I heard it in the voices of the high school students whose institute we were
privileged to visit for a day, who, despite a less-than-rudimentary grasp of the English
language, more than made up for it with their sincerity in their calls for unity between
the world’s nations. I felt it in the wind blowing through Hiroshima Peace Park as it
gently shook the hundreds of thousands of paper cranes draped around the Children’s
Peace Monument, symbols from people around the world to honor the bomb’s victims.

I believe that Hiroshima is no longer a landmark in a chain of four islands, but
rather a city on a hill that the world can look to as a beacon of inspiration. Hiroshima is
the crucible where the past collides with the present and destruction embraces rebirth to
form a small society unique on the world stage. In the spirit of Hiroshima, we can find
the best of humanity and the best of what we can accomplish. In the spirit of Hiroshima,
we can find our future.

14




BASZEYVIR-T

HAIHR R (L) OFETT,

ZO AR UL EB I HRENRLO LR > TOET, Hlx1E, BHES A
RB bRl TR, AL PR v R~ T AR BELRT = ADT YT
H—T2 L BN ET, 1ENTIE, B, e IoRTIEZI LI Ao E R L
X, BREIOLHH I A< 257 L, I THWE L LTIEBRICR A 20T E, Bk
LHERETRIATHILOTERVWAEREROLOLH Y 7, £, ZOYHEITT
LR WERlZ2 b0 b H 0 97,

O XD 7 IZIZ VSR (L) BFETET A%FTO - ORILETE & BVWET, 4 FFTcIA
BN TS HEERAERR 70 7T MBI LRSS 2 Z 255, TORHCZ0 X 57
MAFRBRIR AR T 2 Z N TEE LT, BUE, RITZOEI Y bIRE1OH 5 KPEE (£
LT, RN - ADOSMEOZIHRVE LTSI 1220 F LR, SENXMIAR OGNS
MEFEFICHIRF L TEE L,

T AU B EHFETDHENE, REBIIEREECREDNZIENY THYVELEEL, AFO
HATIZIEARZ R H Y £ LT, Bxr DR EGROBRNFEREE WS ZE D LARZESTD
XD 5B/RWIRITLE (8B 56072 B AROIEIZIZRE D RWBIRFHIZAD
FRESIOREXITLEY), LL, BIEELTAD EZEEBENEY, bH Y FHEATL R,
F5C ) BPETHORMEM-> TV, BRIV Z2ENVESSTINTWVNDEDLDOLHT
L7ze IEEICHEL L, OALEEEY L Z—DRES AL RKESABEN HBZ TN
FlL, LT, ZTOKDO 10 HMZBI T X —FTHTHENLTITo T NE LT,

NEDOHOHERES LWHRERS EICRZ 7o X 912, 20#%0 1 #HiliZd- v
I ETLUEWE LTz, BRx RN ZITWVE L7272, H RO EECK OB 72
E, RLAHOHLIBLDOEELIHDTOLDE FIZRBRLE L, £5T, EFE-72%
WCHWHESHIZREDS L9 R ETL, ENCHHF VR CADRWERL H D F LN,
ETHELLZ ENTEE LT, Wood Egg BAFABEXAETIX, BV LWIBAFABEE OIED
FaEBO DT TR, MFF2PBREOFHKICLY, MUT—7 0D N2 BH,
FUBWLWEELZT 2 09 B0 L 0 PEERA Lo LT ook b
EWVWHZEEREKBRLE LT, (REEEREOR—AZTD & 2o N b0y TBITF&
BEX] WO DM F LTz, BUHABEZ OWE BVENRDLET TREN ZIZNT
LEINSTT,) BRETHARLE TANRAFICTHM UG CLE, KBOAPMTEN-T
WD EWIDIL, BAEDOENEELZERE T >0V LEL LT THENTNDEDTT,
BRRICIZEE- B, WX 0 ARIEE > TW 228 H 0 ET (FH) 0o ATmbBOK
PRPICEYEFRF->TND T EE2BXNUL, BERARYITHEANTH SO0 EED LWIRD
TIN), T2, 2oL O RMKELDH Y £ L, BIRORIIHE—L AT A %2 L TNDHHZ,
HARBFREDEIEATWTZHEDRIZ, b IMHBEATE O TRABEICZR > TWET
N, T ENDTEDICIHOBE NI AS T T 72RO Z L TL, IR EEN TS
TR 28 = U723, FAOAERE S I3e< B 204G O TREERE, A=Y
DL ST FICY > TWAD EREMENLVWRFBIZR D XLz, L LEDL I RRE
FHbLHRoM, ooy ) NWIAOED 2B - —F T 225 DIcEb- T
LEWELE (LIFERIZRSTNDHDOTT), FABTETSTEDWTH D WIGETIZ H 72 &0
BB DO NT=BR % L E L,

JREEBH 2 WHIE 720 TIEH 0 8 A, IREOTTL)N O Z 5 I DD ML - T

45




WET, DIERRBY OBEORGEOEX V@M T, by DR ETCTReRE
220, ADBANREWE SIS T TWE T, S O-WITIAE LRl BHE &
JFIE R —LTTA, 19454E8 H 6 HORIEK TOHD DL WRREZ ENRWEDD DT
T, BEBRICLVBESNEHHEIZHR T O Lad 0 TRAR, TO—oOREETT,
JEEED F— 2 MR TH Y, BVTEETITARL, BWKICEANTZERZE L T
WET, ERFLEEEHEICIE, Mxllo IEPREES, B LT LE o2 Sy, A%
ERPBIZELEONT LESTFELELOBETETFT IR E, FIBTEL o7z A% DFE
LHWVZDAEDONREBRINTVET, BEICKEIN T LE> T LORBEFICho-E
ROARERE, FIBEE THOEBRRNEZHIWEEND 2 EoTERWRICHENRT, A
RS ESERBEN AT CE TR LEIE2RAE Lz, oI 5 M H 2 HUE R —
LTI, TOBEHOEITHZ BN AKN, £ 5 TEOHFINYEED KOHEOFLEN S Z
DHVWEYZTFAH ELTWHEND XIS, TELETAREEZHSLS A EEEMEL TV
HIHOIWTEAFE LT,

FNTYH, BEFOBMIITT O SN0 TIERL, IKEBOBMIIAEEERY 5 b 854
BT CWET, THE, TwRrEWVIFD 5 EOUERDOEICEH H) RN 2 Fd, 1EEE S L7
W BT, FOFERFADRIZS 2D TET IBAbRA] EHATEELE, A—L4 XK
TA B DEIITRANOEEN /2 o TWE LTz, HRIZHL -HMT2Z DT
ERTAEETELOFROPICHLENEFICLE LTz, 35GEIEHED T TH, HRDEA
MDD EEFRADERSIL, 2O ELE TRV HDI LD TL, LR
FLAAETYH, FBOBHE ZRET ORI NS RO R TH D D
FTOBOEDLY I OGN T O VEERPLI LIRS LIZEE, &2 2T
HEWCHFEICHDEELCE Lz,

JRENE AP EDHR O BT v R~—27 TIER, DLAAS VAL — g v OfEE
ELTHANEZMBIT HRE RO LEOFH 20 TT, IKEITRELBENRSONY A,
N AEEZSZ T AN THRICHEEZ RV MR ETER L TWA L9 7, 3L 15
DIE] DX BRGFEEROTT, IREORMHIC, FIT AR OREOARE & Fex Bk LizT 5
TEDTEDLREDODERDL ZENTEET, KEDOHMIZITTEHR A DREN D 5D TT,

Y N -] YN
Peru Hiroshima Kenjinkai

Valeria Isabel Kawaquchi Yusa

MY EXPERIENCE IN HIROSHIMA

Participating in this exchange program was a really pleasurable and unforgettable
experience, even though it was only for a few days. It allowed me to take part in, and
learn more about the culture and traditions of the country of my ancestors.

The activities we did during those 10 days were really enjoyable, particularly being able
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to participate in the tea ceremony and watching the Kagura and Shodo dancing. These
were my favorite activities and left me feeling that I would like to experience them
again when I am back in Peru, particularly the Shodo. Unfortunately, it is hard to find a
place in Lima where you can learn this art.

When I discovered that I was going to visit Japan thanks to this program, one of the
things that I was most looking forward to was the landscape. For me, Japan has one of
the most beautiful and relaxing landscapes in the world. And this was confirmed when I
visited Miyajima and saw the majestic scenery of the Red Torii, contrasting with the
blue of the sea and the green of the mountains.

I was really amazed by the modernity and punctuality of the trains, the cleanliness of
the streets despite the fact there are no garbage cans, the respect and simplicity of the
people, among many other things. It is these small things that make a country stand out,
and I believe that Peru should emulate these activities in order to create a society that
works better.

I had the chance to meet and make friends with some members of Kenjinkai from other
countries like Argentina, Brazil and the United States. There I realized that despite the
cultural differences that exist between our countries, the Japanese traditions that we
have inherited in our ojichan and obachan are still alive today.

Finally, I would like to thank the people who made this program possible, the members
of the Hiroshima Peru Association and the staff members of the International Affairs
Division of the Prefecture and the Hiroshima International Center, especially Mr. Koso
Inaba and Mr. Shota Oboshi for all the support and care they provided throughout the
trip. I also believe that programs like this should continue and be provided more
frequently as they encourage more young people to participate in the activities of Peru
Hiroshima Kenjinkai. Thank you very much, doumo arigatou gozaimasu!!!
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Peru Hiroshima Kenjinkai

Juan Ryu Ishizawa

Nikkei youth don’t normally have the chance to meet other people like themselves.
Having the opportunity to meet other Nikkei people around my same age range is one of
a kind and truly special.

Understanding the culture that raised our ancestors gives us an opportunity to properly
appreciate our cultural and ethnic heritage. This trip allowed us to know, as a group,
the different traditions that Hiroshima has kept and maintains to this day, such as
brewing sake or keeping the tea ceremony alive. In addition, we got to visit places like
Miyajima, which portray the craftsmanship, creativity, endurance and resilience of the
people of Hiroshima, exemplified by the Itsukushima Shrine and its massive torii gate.

We were also allowed to see the present of Hiroshima. By visiting the Hiroshima
Prefectural High School, we met first-year high school students who shared their
opinions on peace, life and what our responsibilities are in our respective societies.
Being allowed into a Japanese school and being introduced by the students to their way
of life and their school habits gave us insight into life in the prefecture of Hiroshima.
Moreover, we got to visit the Mazda Museum, which illustrates Hiroshima’s community
spirit, entrepreneurship despite war and disaster, and a conscious commitment to the
environment.

Hiroshima as a prefecture, rose from the ashes after arguably one of the most disastrous
events caused by humans ever. Following the narrative and looking at the pictures at
the Peace Memorial Museum was a terrifying and emotionally crushing experience. I
vividly remember seeing someone going through the museum crying into a towel which
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was originally intended for sweat due to the intense heat. The museum was truly a hard
hitting display of what human hatred is capable of. On the other hand, is was a prime
example of the way Hiroshima and Japan overcame disaster, misery and poverty to
become a developed nation.

Overall, this program was a very inspiring experience that allowed us to experience
Hiroshima’s culture as a group, and individually through the homestay days.
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Peru Hiroshima Kenjinkai

Miriam Rocio Yusa Araki (Leader)

MY DEAR HIROSHIMA

Returning to Hiroshima after more than 9 years was a dream come true, because I have
such fond memories of the city of my maternal grandparents. On this trip I accompanied
two young people from Peru Hiroshima Kenjinkai, and to tell the truth, before I set off, I
did not expect it to be such a rewarding experience.

The Kenjinkai and Guanajuato International Youth Exchange Program consisted of 10
days of busy and varied activities: we visited tourist sites (Miyajima, Hiroshima Castle,
Shukkeien), learned about local gastronomy (okonomiyaki) and industry (Mazda cars),
visited historical monuments (the Peace Memorial Museum, Peace Park, Genbaku
Dome), participated in cultural activities (Kagura, tea ceremony demonstration,
Japanese calligraphy), etc. One of the highlights for me was being present at the peace
commemoration ceremony on August 6, which was one of my favorite events. It was
particularly exciting for me because I have always seen it on the news but this year, I
had the opportunity to be present at this significant ceremony.

This program gave me the chance to reunite with my relatives again. Because of the
language difficulty and the distance, I was not able to spend much time with them,
however, they made a huge effort and we went for a walk together so that we better
understand our ancestors. My relatives took us to visit the grave of my
great-grandparents, we visited the Baba Jinja temple which had close links to my
great-grandparents almost 100 years ago, we traveled around Onomichi, Senkoji, we
wore yukata to attend the matsuri of Kannabe and there we danced “Bon Odori”. To
learn more about Japanese cuisine we were taken to a “kaiten zushi” and we also ate
ramen and yakiniku. They made us feel very comfortable, as if we had known each
other all our lives. I am very grateful to the Yumiba and Fujii families.

Through this program we were also able to meet other young people from Argentina,
Brazil, the United States and Guanajuato. I think it was a great opportunity to make
friends with young people from other countries and find out about their customs and
ways of thinking, or just to realize that despite the differences between us like language
or customs we have something in common; that is our origin from and affection for
Hiroshima.

I would also like to mention the Hiroshima Peru Association, chaired by Mr. Masanori
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Kobayashi, who organized a welcome dinner for the members of the Peruvian delegation,
and who looked after us well during the whole visit.

Finally, I want to thank the people who made this program possible, first of all the
Governor of Hiroshima, Mr. Hidehiko Yuzaki, the members of the International
Relations Division of the Prefecture of Hiroshima and the staff of the Hiroshima
International Center. Also Mr. Koso Inaba and Mr. Shota Oboshi for looking after us
during our stay in Japan. Thank you very much!
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TNRBUFUIRERAS
Argentina Hiroshima Kenjinkai

Natsue Camila Yamamoto

Hiroshima Kenjinkai & GTO youth program
written impression

Hi, my name is Yamamoto Natsue Camila, I'm 16 years old and I'm from Buenos Aires,
Argentina. In the days we were in Hiroshima we had a bunch of amazing experiences,
like the tea ceremony or visiting the peace memorial park as such as Miyajima. What I
liked the most was going to Miyajima because of the incredible views it has, seeing the
deers, and walk around the island. Also, getting to know people from other countries as
well as people from Japan, who i’ve developed beautiful friendships with. Moreover, i'm
really happy about having the chance to meet the part of my family that live in
Hiroshima (whom I hadn’t seen before), learning more about their culture and how
different it is from Argentina (for example, taking the shoes off when entering the
house). However, I would have loved to have more time there because time flies and I
felt like it was short. I was surprised when I saw how respectful everyone was even
though they didn't know any of us, when I went to the peace memorial museum, saw the
pictures and realized how unfortunate the bombing was and how important the peace
treaty is. Lastly, I wanted to thank Hiroshima goberment for this amazing opportunity
and I hope we keep in touch. Greetings from Argentina,

Natsue.

IEBRAS LCTOFEDEEBRRI S v 7 T AT OV TORE

ROLFNITY =« HIT - ¥Y~<EFTT, BE IR CT LB FLrOT =) AT A
LADGEE Lz, EEICHEETIL, FEOERBRSLEBCEME AR E 236 L,
T2 EADRBEL LWVWREBREZT A ENTEELE, 2 THLERIL, EBALERBO L
<, BERT-V, BEBHURTAHAZLENTETHRETLE, £/, BARDOAZIF T/ L
REENOLOSMELMDE ) ZLENTE, TIEL LWKEOERA LT 52 LN TEF
L7z, &6, REIZFET FRUIFNETESTZ 1382720 TTR) BRICLE
>T, BROLZ L TT B Froxxfb e oEy (FlzlX, FITADL & X |2i3#EE

52




72 8) ZMDZENTERLZLIFETHEINLLBVWET, BELRDITH - &R
NoHoT-H LB LTI, RYIZH- &V ) MICEEINED, ZORITNET XS
LORRNB L E L, LB EERHEZ N RRIZIE, RIBOEBLREELY RCF
MEHORINEEERLE Lz, 72, EbOZ 250 AL, EALEELW
TEICARYIZEXE L, BB, TOLDRFEED LWEERE T S o728 B RICEG
THELEHIZ, 5B LIOL D BEFENRENTHS ZEEFES>TWET,

TAEF LY, oz

TNVEBLFUIRBRAE
Argentina Hiroshima Kenjinkai

Shinji Nicolas Oshiro

i

It was an amazing experience that I will never forget.

Since I was a little kid, I've always wanted to visit Japan and learn the language too.
But since my Japanese roots come from my great-grandparents, we don’t have japanese
habits at home anymore and I can’t understand anything of japanese language.

In Hiroshima I had the possibility of learning kanji calligraphy and many other cultural
activities, such as taking out your shoes before getting into the house or school.

Japanese public schools are completely different than Argentinian public schools, in
Japan the buildings are in perfect conditions and the students are very disciplined. The
education system 1is really strict, I could see this at homestay time, because students
still go to school in summer vacations to prepare the music concert shows, or to
participate in sports competitions. In those days we always saw students in the streets
using their school uniforms.

We visited places that I had already seen on Instagram a few years before traveling, and
being there and seeing all of it by myself was unbelievable.
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I felt very fortunate to be participating in the Peace Memorial Ceremony, it was really
sad but an exemplary moment at the same time. Hiroshima people don’t feel hate for
the US people after the atomic bomb attack, because they really understand that when
humans have an uncontrollable power like that on their hands, they can cause horrible
catastrophes.

Also, I made new friends and hopefully we all can meet in the future again.
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TNRBUFUVIRERAS
Argentina Hiroshima Kenjinkai

Tomoyo Oda (Leader)

Despite the summer heat,
the trip to Hiroshima gave me energy.

Thank you all at HIP for carrying out this Hiroshima Kenjinkai Youth Exchange
Program despite the torrential rains that wreaked havoc in western Japan prior to the
event.

Our Argentine group, from the Southern Hemisphere, was surprised by the drastic
change in temperature from winter to summer, but we were able to keep well and
engage in various activities energetically during this trip, which we all owe to the kind
support of HIP members.

For two students in our group, this was their first trip to Japan, but they quickly made
friends with other participants through various program activities, actively talking with
others, singing together in the bus, and playing basketball and table tennis.

The 10-day trip was too short to fully learn about Hiroshima’s history and
attractiveness, but we were able to gain valuable insights. What was most striking was
participating in the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Ceremony, which gave us valuable
experience of directly listening to prominent persons from Japan and other countries.
Another memorable event was the welcome party held by my host family, in which I
enjoyed a great time together with my mother’s cousins.

As a member of the Argentine Hiroshima Kenjinkai, I hope that younger third- to
fifth-generation Argentinians of Japanese ancestry will have opportunities to trace
their roots and take more interest in Hiroshima through this program.

Typhoons were expected to come closer to Japan both on our arrival and departure dates.
However, we were able to eventually avoid such adverse weather conditions, which I
believe can be attributed to HIP’s wonderful program planning. I extend great
appreciation for providing us with such a valuable experience.
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Brazil Hiroshima Cultural Center

Juliana Tiemi Mukai

Oboshi-san and to everyone involved,
First of all, I want to thank you for the opportunity. It was a great pleasure to meet you.

My first impression was that Hiroshima is a super capital, although it is different to the
great Sdo Paulo. There are many differences in terms of culture, technology, customs
and beliefs among each city (province) and country.

I was more than happy to visit Miyajima which has a great temple, I really like temples
especially those of Buddhist religion. And the deer are very cute hahaha. It was
amazing to see Saijo Station, I never thought I would visit a sake plant! Hahaha ! To see
the process, and there is sake ice cream and karinto! You are a very creative people!
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I could see how important education is for a country and how it can really work. Here in
Brazil things are different, especially in public schools. When I saw that students help
and do things in schools, I found it exceptional. They know that if they do something
wrong, that will reflect badly on them. Then they leave everything clean and organized.
I thought that this was something that only existed in anime, but it is part of this fine
reality. But something that the Hiroshima school English teacher said marked me a lot.
It went more or less like this: “history cannot be forgotten, so that errors are not
repeated” and regardless of Japanese or Brazilian culture, history is common ground for
everyone. I comment on this because when we visited the Peace Memorial and the Bomb
Museum, we were all very moved. It’s a unique feeling.

Visiting places like Mazda, attending Kagura, taking shodo classes, attending a
traditional tea ceremony, learning how to do the well-known okonomiyaki and the
Hiroshima castle tour were unique experiences!

What I was most happy about during this trip was meeting my distant relatives, I never
thought this could happen! And the most incredible of all is that, as they already knew
my grandfather, my grandmother and my aunt, they showed me pictures of them
together in Fukuyama, very old photos, but until today they keep these with affection
and I could see the affection that they feel for my grandparents and my aunt. I felt their
immense gratitude and all this was passed on to me, especially when we visited the
mall, the Fukuyama castle and the restaurants. It was a very special day and of course
when I showed the photos to my family, they were very happy and moved.

I was able to practice my English a lot. It was a very nice exchange of culture with all
the exchange students, pity that my Japanese was basic. But I was happy to understand
just a few words as they spoke. I hope to return to Japan soon and come back speaking
Japanese hahahaha! Once again, thank you very much for everything!
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Brazil Hiroshima Cultural Center

Jully Kanou

™

My Experience in Hiroshima

I am very grateful for the opportunity to come to Hiroshima from Brazil and participate
in the wonderful 10-day exchange program. I was able to create friendships which T will
never forget. It was a short time but we had a lot of fun, became friends, went to
wonderful places, ate a traditional Japanese dish called okonomiyaki which we learned
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how to make together. I really wanted this exchange program to continue but it has
already finished. I didn’t want to go back home on the last day and ended up crying. I
cried in Brazil after the plane trip which took almost 2 days. I got sad and cried when
wanting to go back and remembering the great time I had. This was a valuable life
experience which I would like to experience again.

All of the activities carried out during the exchange program from the photograph
contest to the kagura performance were incredibly wonderful (I belong to a kagura
performance group in Brazil so this was an excellent experience). All of these activities
finished before I knew it. However, I thought this was a good thing. If they didn’t, we
wouldn’t have been able to use our time as effectively as we did. But I still wish to
continue the exchange program even now! Hahaha!

I was able to learn a lot and have a lot of fun through this exchange program. It was an
excellent experience. I am grateful for everyone who I spent time with during the
program. I hope I can meet everyone again soon.
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Brazil Hiroshima Cultural Center

Janete Hiromi Suzukayama Kanou (Leader)

Kenjinkai & GTO International Exchange Program
in Hiroshima 2018 report

I was very lucky to join the Hiroshima Kenjinkai Youth Exchange Program. This was
my first trip to Hiroshima, where I visited many places and had various opportunities to
interact with many local people. I was really touched by people’s kind hospitality.

I participated in this program as an attendant, but also felt as if I were a participating
student. Since everything was a brand-new experience for me, I felt a little nervous but
really had a good time. At first, I had some jet lag, but time passed quickly because
everything was new and exciting to me. I really enjoyed every day, so every night fell
asleep before my head hit the pillow.

I thought this exchange program for high school students was great. It was impressive
to see young people talk about peace in an unfamiliar foreign language enthusiastically
and pleasantly, using gestures and facial expressions.

I wanted to spend more time at the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum, but there were
so many visitors there that I had to take photos in a rushed way. I took many photos for
future reference.

My distant relatives came all the way to meet me. They showed me around Hiroshima
Peace Memorial Park, and I had photos with them.

Miyajima is a wonderful place. However, I was not able to fully explore the island due to
the lack of time. We took the ropeway to go to the summit of the mountain on the island,
but regrettably we didn’t have enough time to go see the holy fire called “eternal flame.”
I also enjoyed the tea ceremony, at which I wore a kimono for the first time. I worried
about the event because it was a hot day, but in the air-conditioned room I had a great
time, even though my legs fell asleep.

We visited the Hiroshima prefectural government, too. Before the visit, I felt really
uptight, considering what we should do and what we should say. But there was no need
to worry. We delivered ipe saplings to the Hiroshima prefectural government and took
commemorative photos with government staff members.

Okonomiyaki was so delicious. I was surprised to see the highly polished hot plate on
which okonomiyaki is cooked. I wish we could have such a highly polished hot plate in
Brazil.

Mr. Kadohara, one of my distant relatives, came to pick me up. He is living alone and
his house has no air conditioner. So, I stayed an inn near his house. On the following day,
we visited my father’s hometown (Kounu-cho, Miyoshi City), a near shrine and Bihoku
Park, where we enjoyed cycling. Mr. Kadohara’s house has a history of 140 years, and
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was where my grandfather was born. There was a photo of my grandfather’s older
brother.

Many people attended the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Ceremony. That day was very hot
from morning. Flowers, water, and cold wet towels were prepared for participants,
which were really helpful. I was moved by the children’s vow for peace. It was a
wonderful experience for me. I've developed a love for Hiroshima.
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Sofia Michell Luna Martinez

MY EXPERIENCE OF LIFE IN HIROSHIMA

At the start of this program I knew that it would be an experience that would change
my view completely. When I arrived and as the days passed, I realized that I was right.
Except that my image of Japan was slightly different and many of the things that I saw
and learned there were unexpected. This meant that it had a greater effect on me than I
originally thought.

To begin with, everything about it is very different. My image of Hiroshima, Japan; the
architecture was more different, more rustic and older. In certain places, I was
surprised to see not only many buildings as if a city, but also to discover such beautiful
natural surroundings. Everything there is so clean and neat. People also think
differently there, which I really like. The people are very kind, disciplined, punctual,
respectful and intelligent. They do not judge you because you are a foreigner, on the
contrary, they help you more.

Another aspect that intrigued me was its culture and gastronomy. Although I'm not a
big fan of seafood, I really enjoyed the food there, especially a famous local dish called
okonomiyaki. In respect of the culture I had the opportunity to visit shrines and go to a
show that offered a pretty good representation of Japan. This is another aspect which is
very different to what we know in our country. Among the things I enjoyed most, apart
from the tea ceremony and being able to try on a kimono, was learning more about the
history of Hiroshima. It is a subject which arouses so many emotions, and they manage
to convey all those feelings and make you reflect on it, as not all of us know what
happened and learning about all this, it just leaves you speechless. I also felt this at the
peace ceremony, and when I visited the peace museum. Miyajima was one of the most
spectacular places I could have visited in Japan, arriving there on the ferry you are
greeted by a place full of beautiful vegetation and deer. I would also highly recommend
visiting the island of rabbits, where my homestay family took me. My homestay family
helped me enjoy and learn more about Japan, as well as made me feel like part of the
family. Staying with them let me appreciate how they and all the people in Hiroshima
think, they always see the positive in their situation, and they are very mutually
supportive, for example when natural disasters occur and they recover quickly by
helping and caring for each other. This sets an example for us. I cannot find the words to
describe everything that I experienced. If someone asked me or offered me the
opportunity to go back, I would not hesitate for a second to say that I want to return and
how grateful I am for the opportunity of a lifetime that this visit gave me!!
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Guanajuato State

Vanessa Guadalupe Martinez

My experience in Hiroshima

While I was in Hiroshima the experience was unforgettable, I am very happy with the
results regarding this. Each day we were there we would go to new places, we would
learn the history about each place we were at. I enjoyed the experience of when we went
to the peace memorial it was great getting to listen to what happened in the past. I love
history and I loved every single day of the journey. I am truly grateful for having the
opportunity of traveling to such a great place like Hiroshima.

I was so glad when I found out that we would be going to the Itsukushima in the
Miyajima Island. I was real excited to be visiting here. We learned that Miyajima is
famous for the Itsukushima Shrine which is a Shinto shrine. It is known for its
"floating" torii gate. The historic shrine complex is listed as a UNESCO World Heritage
Site, as well as one of the National Treasures by the Japanese government. This place
in Hiroshima does kagura shows every Wednesday, kagura being a traditional Japanese
performance and even though I have no knowledge of Japanese language I could
understand what they were saying throughout their movements and their body
expression. It was a great performance I wish that here in Mexico we had that.

Overall I am very happy with the program and the great days I had in Japan. I am
happy to know that many people have the chance to have this experience, honestly it’s
the best trip I've ever had.

Vanessa Guadalupe Martinez
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Guanajuato State

Rocio Pacheco Cruz

The best experience of my life
Kenjinkai & GTO International Exchange Program in Hiroshima 2018

During my stay in
Hiroshima I learned many
things, met many people
and tasted all kinds of foods,
sweets, drinks, fries and
chocolates.

In short, it opened my mind
to new horizons as I learned
so many new things and
was constantly exposed to
new situations. Every day
we did different things even
though we were immersed
in the same culture on a daily basis. This was unusual, for me at least, as in my

country things are done differently and it was interesting to compare them.

One of my favorite places was the peace museum as it is full of history, and I learned
things I did not know about the atomic bomb in Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

I loved my homestay, as I stayed with two wonderful human beings who treated me
like their daughter, and spoiled me.

I concluded from this that everyone in Hiroshima is kind, educated and caring. They
always make you feel at home and always try to make you see the good side of
everything.

There is no doubt that this place has changed my life. I think I can improve and
become a better person, care for the planet, consume less and produce more,
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something I learned from the people of Hiroshima.
Thank you for everything you taught me and I learned from you, I promise you that
all this will not be in vain.
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Guanajuato State

Fernando Ledn Valtierra (Leader)

Getting to know “Another World” through the program “Kenjinkai
& GTO International Exchange Program in Hiroshima 2018”

The Exchange Program is a fantastic life experience for those of us who had the

opportunity to participate in the exchange program. It is excellent in every respect, in
particular because it strengthens the bonds of friendship between our country and
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Japan (Guanajuato, Mexico - Hiroshima, Japan) through offering wide-ranging
activities showing the main aspects of its country, such as technology (the visit to
Mazda), culture (the Kagura Dance, learning about its writing system), traditions (tea
ceremony), gastronomy (preparing Okonomiyaki and sake), education (Higher
Secondary Education), architecture (the visit to the castle and the Miyajima) among
others; all of these were presented to us through genuinely authentic activities.

I also appreciate the great impact of the work being done to promote a culture of peace
between our nations and to counteract any actions which might undermine this,
promoting awareness around actions to make things happen. In this respect, we are
seeing a positive change in people’s attitude, which is why I consider it so appropriate
that they had arranged for us to visit the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park, and to
participate in the event held in memory of the people in their country who were victims
of the nuclear bombs in 1945 during the Second World War.

We are very grateful for the hospitality shown to us, in particular by the Governor of
Hiroshima, who met and welcomed all the participating delegations from Canada, USA,
Brazil, Peru, Argentina, etc. and of course our delegation from Mexico.

Finally, through yourselves, I would like to express my gratitude and send a warm
greeting to the family who I stayed with for the weekend, in particular Mr. Ruichiro and
Mrs. Nagaco; they were exemplary representatives of their country, showing me
warmth, kindness, respect, courtesy and behaving in a way that made me, as a visitor,
feel totally at home in a country that is so different from our own.

I must also mention that at the moment we are also looking after three young exchange
students from Japan in our country. We would like to welcome them here, and
particularly welcome them to our state of Guanajuato.

Finally, I would like to say that as a result of the trip, students Vannesa, Rocio and Sofia
and their helper have been hugely affected by our whole experience on this amazing trip.
We are now committed to communicating all the good things that we have learned in
your country as we truly believe that you offer an exemplary way of life, hence the title
of my piece, “Getting to know another world”. Now I aspire to everything about your
country and its approach of always doing the right thing.

With my best wishes and immense gratitude.

Yours,

Fernando Leon Valtierra

SEG Sectoral Coordinator
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+ Reproducing text and pictures from this report with intent to sell, distribute, rent or loan is
strictly prohibited.

+ Any act involving the sale, distribution, rental or loan of this report as is or modified for
profit or otherwise is strictly prohibited.
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International Affairs Division, Hiroshima Prefectural Government

T 730-8511 [LER[L & XEMT 10-52
Tia (082) 513-2361

10-52 Motomachi, Naka-ku, Hiroshima City, Hiroshima Prefecture, 730-8511
Phone +81-82-513-2361
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Hiroshima International Center, Training Department

T 739-0046 LERBLEMHL--1VALEERTSYR
EEE (082) 421-5900 FAX (082) 421-5751

3-3-1 Hiroshima International Plaza, Higashihiroshima City,
Hiroshima Prefecture, 739-0046
Phone +81-82-421-5900 FAX+81-82-421-5751




