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- Summary

Characteristics of a New Variety of Mat Rush Grass ““Asanagi”

Yoshio Nakano, Haruyuki Opg

and Masayoshi SADAHIRA

A new variety “Asanagi”’, which was called Seto No. 4” in line generation, was bred
up originally from a local variety cultivated in Kumamoto Prefecture by method of clone
seperation, On account of good quality and relatively high yield, it was registered as “Mat
Rush Grss Norin No. 2” and named “Asanagi” in 1962.

At present, the area of “Asanagi” cultivation is spreading out mainly in Hiroshima, Oka-
yama, Fukuoka and Kagawa Prefectures, and it is expanding gradually in some other pref.
ectures. _ |

This variety is characterized as one of so-called “tiller type”, gi'owing many tillers, nam-
ely the numbers of tiller increase greatly, but the elongatiqn of stems is somewhat inferior.

The yield of this variety is lower than “Sazanami” and higher than “Seto No. 1”. Besid-
es, it has some desirable characters, such as uniform slender stems, little flowering and fine
gloss of stems, which are very suitable to make rush grass mat named Tatami-facing of
good quality.

This wvariety ocan he eultivatad thraughout wwhole ruch growing dibuics in Japan, i

the netting culture method is adopted. This method is practiced covering the growing stems

with fiber net in early June to prevent lodging.

It s generally known that rush grass cultivation on the paddy field of poor drainage is
inclined to bring thick stems. But this variety isn’t.

In the cultivation of “Asanagi” shallow planting suppresses the elongation of stems, and
" too-much application of nitrogen fertilizers in the early stage of growth causes the tipé of

the stem to wither up. Then it is recommended to avoid these practices never to deteriorate

them in quality.
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