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Studies on the Shifting of Cultivation Period in Mat Rush Grass.
1. Effects of shifting the transplanting and harvesting times,

Masayoshi SADAHIRA, Hitoshi KURATA, Tetsuma YOSHIZAKI
and Yoshiyuki SHIMOYAMANE

Summary

These experiments were carried out to know the effects of shifting and shortening the cultivation
period of mat rush grass in the warmer district of Japan. The growing habits, yield and quality
of mat rush grass were studied in both years 1964 and 1965 in using cultivariety “Asanagi”.

The results obtained were summarized as follows:

1) Earlier transplanting (November-transplant) increased the stem length. Later transplanting
(March-transplant) resulted in shorter stem than those of normally transplanted in December and
November-transplant.

2) The stem numbers increased in the earlier transplanting times and it was enhanced by the
earlier application of fertilizer. The stem numbers of November-transplant increased gradually
from mid-June so that the stem number was less on harvesting in mid-June.

3) In case of harvesting in mid-June, the weight of long good stem and the dry weight of stem
per are were shown to be greatest in the November-transplant. In case of harvest in late-July,
the best yield were obtained in December-transplant.

Transplanting in March, the earlier harvest resulted in the lower yield.

4) The stem thickness was the greatest in mid-June harvest, and it became slender in later

harvesting times.
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5) The percentage of inflorescence setting of long stems was also the largest in mid- June
harvest. Inflorescence setting tended to increase in the earlier transplanting and by the fertilizer
application in earlier growing period.
6) The highest percentage of number of long stems with dead tip was in mid-June harvest of
November-transplant. In mid and late-July harvest, the highest percentage was in March-transplant.
7) The best quality of rush mat (Tatami-facing) was made of long mat rush in mid-July harvest
of March-transplant. _

From the above results, it was shown that March-transplanting seems to be a promising
cultivation method because of the better rush quality, although it has some fear to be delayed
in the stem growth and to induce the dead tips.



