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Studies on the Causes and the Control of the Spotted Rice
3 Pecky rice production by Stenodema sibiricum
Hirohumi MAEDA, Masayuki NAKAYABU and Hiroshi AizAwa
Summary

Stenodema sibiricum Bergroth (Hemiptera, Miridae) is the most important causal species of the
spotted rice, i.e. pecky rice, in the northern part of Hiroshima Prefectue, Some conditions affectmg
the occurrence of the pecky rice were studied. The results are summarized as follows.

1) Relatively low air temperature {ca. 17 to 26°C) and low intensity of the sunlight were suitable
for the longevity and activity of the leaf bug, oc%rmg more pecky grains under these conditinos
than under the higher conditions. )

2) Under the suitable conditions the productivity of pecky rice by the leaf bug was ca. 5 grains/ :
adult/day. Control threshold density of the leaf bug may be fairly lower than the threshold of
other species, since the pecky rice productivity of this species is very high.

3) Difference of the productivity between female and male was not shown.

4) Pecky rice productivity was -much the same between the daytime release experiment and the
night release experiment.

5) Pecky rice occurrence was related to rice cultivars. The more grains with imperfectly shuted
glumes, the more the pecky grains occurred. It was thought that the leaf bugs might injure well
the cultivars which tend to produce such the glumes.



