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The Relationship between Largeness of Soilblocks and
Quality of the Seedlings

Sadami Yapa

Summary

This experiment was carried out in order to study the effects of size ‘and thickness of ‘soilblocks on
growth and yields after transplantation.

1. As for the economical soilblock size, it was thought that the small size caused retardation and supi
peression of growth. Measured characteristics> were plant height, leaf length, dry weight and so on.

Before arrival at the leaf stage, there were no apparent effects.

A space of more than (5cm)2? was necessary in order to grow good seedlings to the fifth leaf stage in
leafy végetabies. Similarly, more than (6.8cm)? — (9.0cm)? was necessary for good seedlings at the tenth
leaf stage in tomato.

2. The growth of both leafy and fruity vegetables were retarted when the thickness of soilblocks were
reduced. Consequently, a cube was suitable for the shape of the soilblocks. )

3. In the rooting and growth of lettuce, soilblocks were the best transplanting medium, paper pots
were secondary. The yields of soilblocks and direct sowing were the best, paper pots were secondary.



