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Studies on the Bionomics and Control of the Sorghum Plant Bug,

Stenotus rubrobittatus MATSUMURA

(Hemiptera : Miridae)

2. Relationship between injury time and symptoms of rice kernels

Hideaki HAavASHI

Summary

Studies were conducted to evaluate effects of infestation of the sorghum plant bug (Stenotus

rubrovittatus MATSUMURA) on rice kernels in Hiroshima Prefecture in 1985 and 1987.

Symptoms of the damaged kernels, i.e. “pecky rice”, were classified into five categories as

follows;

Immature stage (thickness of grain less than 1.80 mm)

Type A: abortive grains
Type B: atrophied grains

Matured stage (thickness of grain more than 1.80 mm)

Type C: grains with a black crack, resemble to the black spotted rice grains caused by

the rice white-tip nematode, but different from them since the tops of grains

are blackened

Type D: tops of grains are blackened

Type E: black spotted

Numbers of pecky grains caused by third inster larvae and adults of plant bug (per day per

head) in each grain development time ranged between 0.27 to 0.36 at full heading stage, 0.72 to

1.69 at milk-ripe stage, 2.00 to 2.50 at dough-ripe stage and 0.10 to 0.40 at yellow-ripe stage.

Symptoms of rice grains which classified with five types (A, B, C, D and E) mainly appeared

at the time from flowering to three days after flowering, the time from three to nine days after

flowering, the time from six to nine days after flowering and the time after 18 days from

flowering, respectively.

Key words : Stenotus rubrovittatus, pecky rice, symptoms of rice grains



