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Studies on Fig Disease Caused by Sphaceloma caricae Tkata et Katsuki
2. Epidemiology of the disease

Hiromichi N1TTA

Summary

The fig scab caused by Sphaceloma caricae occurs in many orchards in Hiroshima prefecture. The author made
some experiments to obtain fundamental knowledge of epidemiology of the disease from 1989 to 1992. The results
were summarized as follows.

1. The diseased branches seemed to have more important role as the hibernated infection source than the
defoliated diseased leaves on the ground.

2. The infection cycle was clarified; the primary infection was induced by the spores disseminated from the
diseased tissues of the previous year and the secondary infection was repeated by the spores disseminated from
the diseased tissues of the current year.

3. Sporulation was vigorous on the 1- to 3-yr-branches, whereas it was negligeble on the older ones.

4, The spores were detected in the rain drops falling down from the diseased branches almost all the year
round, and the total number of spores in the rain drops increased from May to September.

5. The number of spores trapped closely related to the soaked period of the dew meter. The marked spore

dissemination was obserbed generally just after the cummulative rainfall had exceeded 1-2mm.

Key words : fig, Sphaceloma caricae, sporulation, spore dissemination, infection cycle
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