2025 Hiroshima Declaration

It was adopted on the 2025 Hiroshima Business Forum for Global Peace on May 30, 2025

<Relation between Business and Peace >

Today, the international community is facing a range of global challenges such as climate
change, infectious disease pandemics, economic inequality, and food security issues, all of
which obstruct the path to peace.

To address these various challenges, it is essential to come together across countries and
sectors, building a foundation of “peace” based on mutual trust.

Moreover, in regions where peace is actually being destroyed—such as the Russia-
Ukraine war, conflicts in the Middle East, and clashes between India and Pakistan—
people's lives are under threat, and the economy is suffering serious impacts, including
rising prices and disruptions in distribution.

These realities highlight the fact that business activity cannot be sustained without peace.

That is precisely why business initiatives that leverage technologies like Al and
innovations in business models, while taking into account challenges ranging from local
issues to global challenges, can contribute to the creation and maintenance of peace, and
become a driving force for a positive cycle.

<Hiroshima as a Global Hub for Peace>

Since 2013, under the "Hiroshima for Global Peace" Plan, global leaders from the
business community have repeatedly engaged in discussions through the Forums in
Hiroshima about the role that business should play.

Eighty years ago, Hiroshima suffered catastrophic devastation from the atomic bombing.

During the city’s reconstruction, local businesses and industries played a vital role, driving
the reconstruction of infrastructure, the rebuilding of homes, and the creation of jobs.

These efforts were a driving force behind Hiroshima's transformation from ruins to
reconstruction. It is thanks to the dynamic contribution of business that Hiroshima, which
restarted from a place of profound loss, was able to grow into a major urban center with a
population of over one million.

Hiroshima stands as a living testament to how the power of business can foster social
stability. Hiroshima, symbolizing both a steadfast commitment to a world without nuclear
weapons and a resilient spirit of recovery and hope for the future, is one of the most fitting
forums for global dialogue on the future of peace and business.

<Purpose of the 2025 Hiroshima Business Forum for Global Peace>

The 2025 Hiroshima Business Forum for Global Peace (Hereafter “the 2025 Forum”),
marking the 80th remembrance of the atomic bombing and the end of World War Il, is
being held at a time when economic stagnation caused by warfare and significant policy
shifts resulting from regime changes in major countries are receiving renewed attention.

In light of this environment, the 2025 Forum aims to raise awareness of the impact of
business activities on peace and to reinforce the notion that peace is the foundation of the
economy, thereby translating these insights into specific actions.



<Purpose of the 2025 Hiroshima Declaration >

Due to economic losses from sanctions against Russia and rising logistics costs caused by the
need to avoid navigation in the Middle East and the Red Sea, we are now being confronted with
the stark reality that "business cannot function without peace."

Against this backdrop, it has become more important than ever to recognize that peace is not
something bestowed from the outside, but a foundation that must be protected and cultivated from
within the economy.

Based on this recognition, just as the environment has been internalized into corporate activities
and has led to new principles of action and business opportunities within the framework of PRI
(Principles for Responsible Investment) and ESG (Environment, Social, Governance), peace too
must be redefined —not merely as a matter of philanthropy, but as an intrinsic element of
corporate activity.

By internalizing peace, business sectors can not only expand their business opportunities but
also contribute directly to the stability of society and the creation of a sustainable business
environment.

In this way, accelerating contributions to peace through business activities—in other words,
advancing the global shift from ESG to ESGP (Environment, Social, Governance, and Peace)
—is the primary objective of the Hiroshima Declaration.

ESGP is not just a way of making investment decisions, but a banner for multi-
stakeholders, centered on the economy, to take actions that contribute to peace and
stability.

<Five Key Perspectives Regarding the Current Situation>

Since the post-COVID era, the world has encountered a host of challenges—including
increased geopolitical tensions—ushering in an era of unprecedented upheaval.

In order to accurately understand the complex issues facing the world and derive specific
actions for the future, 2025 Hiroshima Declaration emphasizes the importance of the
following five key perspectives regarding the current international situation:

[Expansion and Challenges of Sustainable Business Activities]
Business activities based on sustainability—such as ESG investments and the SDGs—
are expanding among investors, private sectors, individuals, and other multi-stakeholders.
However, there remains a lack of understanding regarding how to quantitatively evaluate
and effectively implement these initiatives, leading in some cases to skepticism toward
ESG investments and a retreat in sustainability efforts. Therefore, to take effective action, it
is necessary to establish clear indicators and ensure transparency.

[Expansion of Geopolitical Risks]

The increasing tension in international relations and the fluidity of the world order have led
to the emergence of geopolitical risks affecting business activities, such as energy supply
instability, disruptions in logistics, soaring raw material prices, and trade restrictions due to
economic sanctions.

Amid such international circumstances, creating an environment that does not generate
such geopolitical risks is essential for promoting both the sustainable development of
businesses and peaceful and sustainable societies.

[New Technologies such as Generative Al]

Emerging technologies like generative Al and quantum computing, serve as tools to
accelerate the sustainable development of humanity. However, they also bring various
challenges, such as ethical concerns, the issue of deepfake, and cybersecurity threats.

It is crucial to evaluate both the advantages and risks of these new technologies in a
balanced way, take appropriate measures—such as establishing ethical guidelines—and
use them as means to implement sustainable solutions in society.



[The Rise of the Global South]

In recent years, countries commonly referred to as the Global South—such as those in
Asia, Africa, and Latin America—have increasingly asserted their political and economic
positions, thereby gaining prominence in international discourse.

Given their shared history of seeking autonomy and self-determination from developed
nations, the framework of international politics is gradually evolving alongside their
economic growth, influenced by this historical consciousness.

As Global South countries become more actively involved in addressing challenges like
climate change, trade, and security, there is a growing need for a cooperative framework to
preserve the world order.

[Pathway to a World Without Nuclear Weapons]

Sustainable development requires the creation of a secure and peaceful international
community, and as part of that, it is necessary to strive for an international consensus
toward a security environment that does not rely on nuclear weapons.

The “Pact for the Future,” adopted at the 2024 United Nations Summit of the Future,
explicitly states in Action 25 the goal of advancing toward a world without nuclear weapons,
reaffirming the international community's commitment to addressing this challenge.

In light of these developments, efforts toward a world without nuclear weapons should be
promoted not only in the field of security but also as an issue concerning the sustainability
of humanity and the planet, through multi-stakeholder initiatives centered around
businesses.

<Actionable Guidelines>

Meeting basic needs and preserving human dignity are essential to maintaining the
stability and prosperity necessary for peace.

As meeting these needs is closely linked to the economy, there are many areas where
business can make a difference. However, there are limits to what business sectors can do
on their own, making it vital for a wide range of multi-stakeholders centered around
businesses, including business sectors, business organizations, investors (shareholders),
national and local governments, academia, think tanks, NGOs, and consumers—to work
together.

Specifically, business sectors work on solving social issues through innovations in
technology and services, while investors support business sectors that prioritize peace and
sustainability. Governments establish frameworks to promote and regulate business
activities, and academia provides theoretical support through policy recommendations.
NGOs address unmet challenges while increasing public awareness, and consumers
support peace and sustainability by choosing ethical business sectors and products.

Below are specific action guidelines for each stakeholder to achieve this goal.

[Business sectors and Business Organizations]

Contribute to Peace Through Corporate Activities and Develop Business Models to Identify

Business Opportunities from Challenges in Pursuit of Peace

® Recognize that businesses themselves are crucial actors in promoting global peace
andstability and engage in initiatives to contribute to peace through their corporate
activities.
Also, provide investors and consumers with the necessary information to make
informed investment and consumption decisions that contribute to achieving peaceful
and sustainable societies by actively disclosing such initiatives.

® |dentify business opportunities emerging from challenges in the pursuit of peace and
stability, and work to resolve them by developing business models based on innovative
technologies and ideas while maintaining continuity.



® Exclude activities that fuel or perpetuate conflict, and promote the establishment of
rules to ensure fair competition and social responsibility, with reference to international
trade regulations.

[Investors (Shareholders)]

In Addition to ESG Investments, Adopt Investment Practices that Focus on “Peace”

® |n addition to traditional ESG investment standards, incorporate evaluation criteria that
assess how a corporate activities contribute to promoting peace and avoiding conflicts,
thereby deepening investment with a focus on peace as ESGP.

® Encourage investee companies to strengthen corporate activities that respect human
rights, the environment, and peace, and engage in active dialogue with them through
engagement.

® Avoid investing in private sectors involved in conflict resources, and conduct
investment activities that ensure transparency.

[National and Local Governments]

Implement Initiatives to Accelerate Contributions to Peace in the Business Community

® Strengthen fair international trade rules and economic policies to alleviate factors
contributing to war or conflict (such as poverty, inequality, and resource disputes).

® Establish clear guidelines to prevent business activities that promote human rights
violations or environmental destruction, and promote rule-making both domestically
and internationally, including ESGP.

® Address social issues based on the development of regional economies in each
country and the roles of local governments, and work toward achieving peaceful and
sustainable societies through regional stability and prosperity, as well as international
cooperation among local governments.

[Academia, Think Tanks, and NGOs]

Introduce New Concepts, Monitor Initiatives, and Raise Awareness

® Play a role in envisioning new values and frameworks for achieving peaceful and
sustainable societies. Propose ideas that go beyond existing frameworks and stimulate
discussions in society.

® Provide scientific evidence to support governmental and corporate decision-making
through data-based policy monitoring and evaluation. Additionally, raise awareness
among citizens, business sectors, and governments about the importance of peaceful
and sustainable societies.

® Monitor and disclose information on policies and business activities involved in
conflicts and human rights violations.

[Consumers]

Sustainable Consumption Behaviors with Consideration for ESGP

® (Gain a deep understanding how individuals can contribute to the realization of peaceful
and sustainable societies by adopting sustainable consumption behaviors with
consideration for achieving peace, and take action accordingly.

® Choose products and services that consider ESGP, practice fair trade and ethical
consumption, and refrain from purchasing goods associated with excessive
consumption or unclear production backgrounds.

® Actively investigate companies' initiatives led by business sectors and the background
of products, and promote the spread of ethical consumption by sharing reliable
information.
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Photo taken at the 2016 World Business Conference for World Peace (Left: Governor Yuzaki, Right: Prof. Kotler)
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The Hiroshima Declaration is a dramatic appeal to the world's population to

support world peace and never allow nuclear weapons to ever be used against

any human beings.

— Philip Kotler,
Professor Emeritus of Marketing
S.C. Johnson & Son Distinguished Professor of International Marketing,
Kellogg School of Management, Northwestern University
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