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Lesson 9 The Sharing Economy: Something for Everyone?

No.1

[ GOAL Be able to make yourself understood in English clearly. } Wik 73\"
N &Y
[ Question] Do you want to use mercari? =0y

Information about mercari

mercari

Your Answer = ( Yes, I do. / No, Idon’t. )

Additional Questions| (RK:ZIEMTERBLAEWIY)

[YES] (NO]




Lesson 9 The Sharing Economy: Something for Everyone?

No.2

What did your friends ask you?
=l (YN Bn D EZ

% What is important to tell your ideas clearly in English?
REDRELENTONYRTEASIRELTEEIILAEVAEFET)!

Friend’s name Good points

‘Improve your answer
( Yes,Ido./No,Idon’t. )

i Review today’s lesson
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P
/" Kannon, unlike
' other high
S schools, hasa ~ )/
\ tie. |

/ There are not only
~ sweaters but also
vests.
You can choose
white or black.

ws our winter Kannon uniforms are popular among
public high schools.

If you prefer ties to ribbons, wear
ear slacks them!
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Ageneral course Specialty course

dmoseb'yyourself

is school was damaged by the atomicbomb.
ot of people have lost their lives.

- General Department
Hiroshima Kanon high school was built in 1922,
and has celebrated its 102nd anniversary.

The curriculum of this school is general studies. The students can choose
which subjects to learn by themselves, so they can get closer to their dream.
The subjects the school offers are more than | imagined. There are so many
classes.
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Resolved: That the Japanese government should legalize gestational surrogacy.
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B
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1. %%& Resolution

Resolved: That the Japanese government should legalize gestational
surrogacy.

HABFIE, REHEZAEET XS THDL, 0D,

2. H#¥ Schedule

8:40— 9:20 Reception =ft 9:00~Meeting for Judges ¥ v v V[ H & bH
9:30— 9:50 Opening Ceremony B

10:00—11:00 First Game HF 1S (AR % BH) (C1#E X DI1K)
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(C2# % D2M&)
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(AL R EHR 21T © 5
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(NEAL P EHR 2 AT D e W6
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EIMEAR, Ryan (Hiroshima Prefectural Hiroshima Senior High School)
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SMITH, Florence (Jyogakuin Senior High School)
FH VAN T — (BT E % FAR)
O'SULLIVAN, Jerry (Jyogakuin Senior High School)
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Questions from the Affirmative 1 E HVE B (2797)
Affirmative Attack HEMT % v (347)
Questions from the Negative 7 R AHHE B (277)
fffff Preparation Time ———— Y A 5y (297)
Affirmative Defense HEMT 1+ 7= A (347)
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1 IR BEEF KASHIHARA, Koga 2
2 A B KAWAMOTO, Akane
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Rethinking Our Use of Water

T Fo WA ST 22 2 7 v S R
FExPDH
MURAKAMI, Sayuri

First of all, I want to ask you some questions. Do you think water is unlimited? Have you ever
thought about running out of water? In Japan, we can easily use large amounts of water anytime
we want. We can take a bath every day and we can also drink water that comes straight from the
tap. Our access to clean and safe water is assured. Because of these things, you might never worry
about it. However, when I visited Indonesia, where I lived for 5 years, I was surprised to see how
different people there felt about water. Let me tell you about it.

When I first visited Indonesia, I was really excited because I had never been abroad. I was
wondering about how exciting my life would be there. I stayed at my grandmother’s house, which
was not at all what I expected and completely different from the Japanese styles I was used to.
The bathroom was the most surprising for me. I saw that there was no shower or bathtub. There
was a squat toilet, which is similar to a Japanese style toilet and a large bucket filled with clean
water. Even the toilet didn’t have a flush. I had no idea how to flush it or take a shower there. My
mother taught me to use a water dipper to scoop water from the bucket. An even more surprising
thing: When we went to a shopping mall, I wanted to go to the toilet, so I asked my mother, “Can
I go to the toilet?” She said, “Sure. But take this with you.” What she gave me was money. “Why
should I bring money?” I asked. She answered, “You have to put the money into that box after you
use the restroom.” Isn’t that interesting? In Japan, we don’t have to pay when we want to use
restrooms. On the other hand, in Indonesia, they charge us to use them because clean water is
more difficult to obtain. Through this experience, I realized that it is not a usual thing in some
countries to have easy access to clean water.

However, I discovered that a lot of people were not aware of this problem. According to an OECD
report in 2022, more than 40% of the world's population suffer from water scarcity, and that
number is expected to increase. If these conditions continue, about half of the world's population
will face water scarcity by 2050. This is not just an issue for other countries. It involves everyone,
including us. Although Japan is rich in water, when we look at other countries, there are so many
places that cannot get access to any water, let alone clean, drinkable water.

To start considering the issue, let’s think about what we can do to use our precious water wisely.
As a nation, I think that we all need to be more conscious of the amount of water we use. According
to the Japanese government, the average amount of water used by a Japanese person is 314 liters
per day. This is twice the global average! Do you leave the water running when you brush your
teeth or when washing dishes? 6 liters of water will be lost when you keep the water running for
about 30 seconds when brushing your teeth. 60 liters of water will be lost when you keep the water
running for about 5 minutes when washing the dishes. This is often repeated every day! This adds
up to a very large amount of water. To save water, we can do some little things such as turning off
the tap when brushing our teeth, washing dishes or taking a shower. That’s simple, right? It can
also save you money when paying the water bills. Saving water has many benefits.

What I want you to remember the most is that water is not an unlimited resource, and
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we are truly blessed to have it. We have to protect our precious natural resources for the future. I
don’t want to live in a world that cannot provide enough water for life or a world that has conflicts
over water everywhere. I think you will agree with this. We need to reflect on how we have been
using water and rethink how we're going to use it in the future to achieve a world where no one

has to suffer for water.
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Youth Participation in Politics to Improve Our Tomorrow

T 155 VR NEA LR B v S AR
VEVEAR SN
SEO, Keita

When you hear the word “politics”, what impression do you have? These days, we often hear
in the news about the low voting rate among young people. Politics is not only losing young
people’s interest but also it is sometimes treated as something we should avoid talking about.
However, can we keep being indifferent to politics?

I live in the small town of Jinsekikogencho. The town is famous for beef called Jinsekigyu or
rich nature. I love this town. However, this town is struggling with some problems. This town’s
population is only 8100 and 50% of people are over 65 years old. The town’s administration
carries out many policies but, unfortunately, the town’s population is still decreasing.

When I was a junior high school student, I had a class about politics. At first, I had no
interest in politics because I thought it was none of my business. Gradually, however, I started to
realize the importance of being involved in politics. I researched the town's policies and what
companies in my town were doing. At the same time, I found the town was in a dire situation. In
fact, some supermarkets were closed, and the number of vacant houses was increasing.
Moreover, the elementary school I was going to was combined with another school 3 years before
I entered. These things happened within the last 15 years. Therefore, I began to worry that the
town would become further deserted. Then, I considered some ways to revitalize the town from
various perspectives. Finally, I came to think seriously about the future of our town whose
population was declining. At the end of the class, I and one of my classmates joined the town
council as a representative of our class. We suggested our opinion of using rich nature and

adopting “agritourism” to our town. “Agritourism” means tourism which focuses on agricultural

experiences to encourage the town’s economy. Through this experience, I realized that being
involved in politics or thinking about my town’s future is not someone else's business, but my
own, and actively giving opinions would improve the future of my town.

In Japan, we can see a similar situation to Jinsekikogencho. There are more older people
than younger people so policies which are advantageous for older generations tend to be adopted
more commonly. However, we have some ways to deal with this situation. Last year, the age at
which we could vote was lowered from 20 to 18. This made the number of young voters increase
and made it easy to adopt policies which are beneficial to young people. This is a good chance to
express our opinions to make our
future better. However, in Japan, the young generation’s voting rate is still low.

We are not living only in the present. We must create a future for those 20 or 30 years from
now, or even longer. I think voting is one of the ways to reflect our opinion on politics. Giving our
opinion and having an interest in politics will make our future better.

I want to ask you again. What impression do you have of politics? Some people may think
politics is so complicated that they cannot change policies by themselves. However, joining
politics actively and not regarding politics as someone else's problem will contribute to a
comfortable future. I'll be 18 next year. At that time, I'm going to vote for our future. Shall we
reconsider politics as a way to create our tomorrow?
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The moment I feel happiest
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SHIGEOKA, Kaito

I feel happiest when I go to the beach. When I was a little child, my parents would often take
me to the beach. It was only a three-minute walk from my house. I still remember crossing the
train tracks with my parents on the way there. When I got there, I would look for colorful shells,
some sea creatures, and treasures that had washed up on the shore.

When I was 9 years old, our family moved to a new house. I was sad to leave my old house
but fortunately, our new house was even closer to the beach. The three-minute walk to the beach
became a 30-second walk.

On my first day at my new school, I was worried about making friends. Luckily, [ did. That
day, my new friends and I went to the beach. We had a blast. We even caught a stingray by
ourselves. After that experience I loved the beach even more. My friends and I still had fun at
the beach after we went on to junior high school. ~We played badminton, volleyball, soccer and so
on. We occasionally had a bonfire, too. I will never forget those memories.

This year I entered high school. 1 was separated from my close friends from junior high and
elementary school. It took me a few weeks, but I was able to make some close friends here.
Before the summer break, my new friends at high school came to my beach. I was very happy
that they came all the way because I live far away from most of them. My old friends joined us,
too. My old and new friends got along so quickly. ~We rode our kayak and had a barbeque. We
also enjoyed fireworks. It was incredibly fun. My friends and I had a severe pain on the skin
the next day because of the sunburn, but it was totally worth it.

I believe that the sea has the power to bring people together. The Chinese character for the
sea is in my name. To live up to my name, I want to become a person who can connect people
and create happiness. From the many great experiences that I have had at the beach since I was
little, I can say that with confidence; the moment I feel happiest is when I am at the beach.

(395 words)
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How can I contribute to world peace?
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NISHIGAMI, Haruka

What is “world peace?” A world where there are no more wars and conflicts? A world where
nuclear weapons do not exist? Or a world where everyone can eat delicious food until they are full? The
first step to build world peace is clearly defining “peace.” “Peace”, I think, is a world where important
people and human rights are protected and there is no fear of losing them. There should be as many ideas
of “world peace” as there are people in the world. It can never be defined by one meaning. A world
without wars and conflicts, a world without nuclear weapons, and a world where everyone can eat delicious
food. They are all part of peace. We have to make an effort to realize all those ideas of peace. So, what
can we do?

First, we should learn about the world. There are people who suffer from conflict, can’t eat enough
food, and barely survive every day. However, most people feel them like a distant story that has nothing
to do with them. I have also had such a thought before, but one of my experiences has greatly changed my
thoughts so far. Last year, | took part in an activity for high school students called “global miraijuku in
Hiroshima”, which was related to peace-making at a teenager’s level. While there, I heard about the story
of a Filipino girl who lived alone as a street child. ~She said, “It was hard to stand by myself in the absence
of people around me to rely on or support me.” People who live in difficult situations are never unrelated
to us. It’s not a story about another world far away. Therefore, we need to deepen our knowledge and
interest in the world.  You will find many chances in your daily life. The important thing is to think about
our experience of daily life by connecting it to the world. If you are indifferent to people other than
yourself, you can’t build peace.

We should also try to learn about the world critically. When I heard the story of JICA staff, the words,
“You make a wrong judgment from the perspective of the world that is too dramatic,” left a very strong
impression on me. When we think about the current state of the world, we often learn it by emphasizing
the part that is a challenge. However, | was taught that in order to know the world correctly, it is important
to see the world from various angles with a wide perspective.

The most important thing is to take a small step. Each person should have their own approach to
peace. What we can do is share our thoughts for peace without thinking too hard, but using what we like
and find fun asthe gateway. Inmy case, | am realy into seeing beautiful towns around the world in photo
books, so when | find an attractive one, | search about the town that isfar away. Then, | talk about them
with foreign teachersin online English conversation lessons. Thiswill be my starting point, and from now
on, | am going to gain knowledge about more unfamiliar areas and deepen my understanding.

Today, some of the many challenges tend to be thought impossible to solve. However, | believe that
if each person approaches the solution in various ways, the world will be better little by little. Y ou do not
haveto think too much. Just take your own action. It is an important step towards a world where everyone’s
world peaceisreaized.

(597words)
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