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Characteristics and development possibilities of the community garden in
rural area: A case at “Enno-Kotachi Farm” in Akitakata city, Hiroshima

Kentaro NisHmmama

Summary

This study examined characteristics of the community garden in rural area, and changes in user conscliousness
by repeated interaction. The author used participation observation and questionnaire survey for users. As a
result, compared with urban area, characteristics of the community garden in rural area were (a) the use area
per 1 group was bigger, (b) considering user demand, the charge was cheaper, (¢) while a lot of users came
from far-off areas, several users possessed farmland and aimed to engage in farming. Users’ expectations for
‘Health’ and 'Interaction’ before participation were low, however repeat participation made users aware of its
value and raised their expectations. Users tended to cooperate with familiar objects such as ‘the community
garden’ and ‘Enno-Kotachi Farm’. Moreover, ‘satisfaction of the community garden’ as obligations received
by users influenced this fact as reciprocity. As development possibilities of the community garden in rural

area, the author proposed application to local activities and use as the occasion for farming preparation.

Key words : Community garden, Hilly and mountainous areas, Interaction, Reciprocity, User
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