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Rai Sanyo Historic Site Museum

Branch of
Hiroshima Pref. Museum of History

Rai Sanyo (1780~-1832)

oConfucian scholar, composer of Chinese poems, and g
Historian
oAuthor of ‘Nihon Gaishi’ (Unofficial History of Japan) .

RAI SANYO KYOSHITSU, national historic site, and the Museum

Rai Sanyo, a Confucian scholar and litterateur in the late Edo period, is known as the author of ‘Nihon Gaishi’
(Unofficial History of Japan), which had a significant influence on the patriots in those days.

Sanyo, born in Osaka in 1780, moved with his parents to Hiroshima the next year, since his father Shunsui was
appointed Confucian scholar for the school the Hiroshima Domain founded.

In 1789, Shunsui was granted his residence by the Domain around the Suginoki-shoji area lying between present
Fukuromachi and Nakamachi. This residence was located at the same place this museum is now.

Sanyo grew up here and was allowed to study for one year in Edo (present Tokyo) in 1797. The next year, he left
the Hiroshima Domain without permission and went to Kyoto. Very soon he got caught, was brought back to
Hiroshima, and was kept under arrest in a cottage within the residence. This cottage is the RAI SANYO KYOSHITSU
that remains to this day. The original cottage was destroyed and burnt down by the atomic bomb. Later in 1958,
it was reconstructed in its original design.

During the five years he was confined, Sanyo devoted himself only to his writing career. He finally completed
drafting Nihon Gaishi. After getting released, he moved to Kannabe in Fukuyama, or Kyoto, and began to work on
various writings. And in 1832 he passed away at the age of 53.

This museum exhibits many original materials that show how Sanyo lived his life, and those concerning artistic
culture of the early modern period in Hiroshima.

/@~ “Nihon Gaishi’ ( authentic text )

4 ' | This is Sanyo's representative historical book on Japan, published after his
death. It begins with the Tairas, and ends with the Tokugawas, focusing on
the rise and fall of the samurai families in classical Chinese. Plain and easy
to read, it was widely read and gave a strong influence on patriots who lived
towards the end of the Edo period.

The photo shows the copies published by Sanyo's three sons, Itsuan,
Shihou, and Mikisaburo, in 1848.

il

B Artistic culture of the early modern period in Hiroshima is alive here.

INFORMATION
H Open 9:30 AM to 5:00PM ( no entry after 4:30 PM )
Closed on
» Mondays (except on national holidays)
+ the year-end and New Year holidays (12/28 to 1/4)
Temporary closure may take place several times in a year.
B Admission fees
¥200 for adults
¥150 for college students
Free for high school students and younger Gk B
For special exhibitions, extra fees are charged -
B Access RAI SANYO HISTORIC SITE MUSEUM
From JR Hiroshima station: Take the No.l streetcar and get 730-0036 5-15 Fukuro—-machi Naka—ku Hiroshima
off at Fukuro-machi stn. Then walk a few minutes eastward. http://www.pref.hiroshima.lg.jp/site/raisanyou/
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