





Evaluation by the Hiroshima Report

The Hiroshima Report 2026 studies, analyzes, and evaluates trends regarding nuclear issues among
selected countries in 2025.
[Methodology]
Three areas—nuclear disarmament, nuclear non-proliferation and nuclear security—are studied, analyzed
and evaluated, based on open source materials and other available information.
-Nuclear disarmament: Reduction and eventual elimination of nuclear warheads and their delivery vehicles,
and creation of an environment conducive to such reduction and elimination.
41 items (quantity of nuclear weapons, voting behavior at the UN General Assembly, etc.)
‘Nuclear non-proliferation: Not increasing the number of countries possessing nuclear weapons; and
cooperating in the peaceful use of nuclear materials.
19 items (accession to the NPT, cooperation with the IAEA, etc.)
-Nuclear security: Prevention of terrorist activities using nuclear or other radiological materials.
18 items (quantity of nuclear material, membership status in relevant conventions, etc.) . :
For more information about
[Countries Evaluated] the Hiroshima Report, read
-NWS under the NPT (5): U.S., Russia, UK., France, China et (el webslty of
-Nuclear-armed states outside the NPT (3): India, Israel, Pakistan RIS e (o] Feesy
-NNWS (22 for nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation, 18 for nuclear security)
:Japan, Germany, Austria, Iran, South Africa, etc.
+Other: North Korea
The following are the evaluation scores for the assessed countries quantifying the
status of their efforts in each area. For NNWS, representative countries are selected.
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Non-Nuclear-Weapon States
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' Key Nuclear Issues in 2025

Russia’s Invasion and Nuclear Issues

Since the beginning of its full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, Russia has repeatedly made
nuclear intimidation, instilling a strong sense of crisis in the international community that nuclear weapons
might be used for the first time since the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Furthermore, the
Russian attacks on and occupation of the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant—despite knowing it was still in
operation—have highlighted a new challenge, namely the need to ensure the safety and security of nuclear
facilities during an armed conflict.

NPT-TPNW

The Third NPT Preparatory Committee was held in April-May 2025. While the five NWS failed to issue a
joint statement, like in previous conferences, many NNWS were highly critical of the current state of
nuclear disarmament, demonstrating once again the seriousness of the rift among NWS and NNWS. The
Third Meeting of states parties to the TPNW was held in March 2025. Its final declaration highlighted the
threats posed by nuclear weapons and the need to strengthen the disarmament and non-proliferation
architecture. It confirmed that the first TPNW Review Conference will be held in November-December 2026.

Stagnation in Nuclear Disarmament

As the international security environment has grown increasingly tense, NWS have reaffirmed their belief
in the importance of nuclear deterrence, and continued to modernize and strengthen their nuclear forces.
Nuclear disarmament efforts continue to stagnate, or in some cases even regress. Russia suspended the
implementation of the New START treaty and withdrew its ratification of the CTBT. Discussions on further
nuclear weapons reductions between the United States and Russia following the New START treaty or
multilateral discussions with other states including China have failed to progress. Although U.S. President
Trump expressed a desire to engage in denuclearization talks with Russia and responded positively to
Russian President Putin's proposal to extend compliance with the provisions of New START for one year
beyond the treaty's expiration in February 2026, no official negotiations to that effect were reported in
2025. NNWS allied with NWS are also increasing their reliance on extended nuclear deterrence.

Nuclear Proliferation Concerns

With the aim of strengthening its nuclear deterrent capability, North Korea has continued to conduct
frequent missile launch tests and drills and has also alluded to potential introduction of tactical nuclear
weapons.

North Korea has explicitly stated that it has no intention of abandoning its nuclear weapons and is
moving to strengthen its nuclear forces through the development of ballistic missiles and nuclear-powered
submarines. As efforts to revive the Iran nuclear deal have stalled, Iran has significantly expanded its
production of enriched uranium. In June 2025, Israel and the United States carried out attacks on Iran's
enrichment facilities.

Civil Society
At the NPT Preparatory Committee and various other fora, many countries, NGOs and other actors
emphasized the importance of disarmament and non-proliferation education, diversity and inclusion
(including gender), further participation of civil society, and increased opportunities for more people—
especially the younger generation and leaders—to learn firsthand the realities of nuclear weapon use.



Nuclear Weapons in the Worlid

In July 1945, the United States conducted the world's first successful nuclear test, and the following
month atomic bombs were dropped on Hiroshima (August 6) and Nagasaki (August 9). Since then, nuclear
weapons have not been used in actual warfare for over 75 years. Nevertheless, the United States, Russia,
the United Kingdom, France, China, India, and Pakistan currently possess nuclear weapons, and Israel is
widely believed to possess them as well. Furthermore, in the 2000s, North Korea conducted nuclear tests,
and has publicly stated that it possesses nuclear weapons.

During the Cold War, when the nuclear arms race between the United States and the Soviet Union was
at its peak, there were as many as 70,000 nuclear weapons on the Earth. The number has been reduced
with the end of the Cold War. However, an estimated 12,241 nuclear weapons still exist in 2025. The pace
of reduction of such weapons has slowed in recent years. Rather, the pace of China’s nuclear buildup has
accelerated, and India and Pakistan are estimated to have increased at a rate of about 10 warheads per
year over the past several years. North Korea’s nuclear arsenal is also highly likely to be increasing.
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In addition, all NWS/other nuclear-armed states continue to modernize their nuclear weapons and their
delivery vehicles, such as missiles. Some of them have conducted subcritical experiments and computer
simulation that do not involve nuclear explosions, and in some cases even nuclear test explosions.

As international and regional security environments become increasingly unstable, NWS/other
nuclear-armed states consider that nuclear deterrence is essential for ensuring their respective national
security, and re-emphasize the role of nuclear weapons. In order to achieve a "world without nuclear
weapons," it is necessary to improve the international and regional security environment, and reduce the
role of nuclear weapons.

At the same time, given that the use of nuclear weapons would have devastating humanitarian
consequences, it is important to convey the reality of the atomic bombings, and to establish a norm that
nuclear weapons must be eliminated.
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